RT ds 


THE 


TO AN 


EC 


in order thereto. 


| NF cierea] in a plain-agd eaſe Style, 
tor-all forts of People. [244 12, 


Chriſtian — 


T5: Containing an Earneſt 


8 x 
\ Fg | <4 
x : 4 
$ Y — ” F 7 
! # . Ws 
— 4 F 
3 be 
EP 
4 


4 | Holp Life, | 


| (gr a 


EL 


Follow Peace Za? all men, and Holumfs 8 without 
which no man ſhall j2%-the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. 


THe # G 5 
> es 2 % 
uf þ ; þ _ Hes _—_ 
T_ p ate” 
es a 4 k - 
05 WP. Ms 7 
as 1 EONS: 


| Fw 3 IEED 
$2 Imprimatur. ; —_ gu". 
| C. Alſton, R. D. Hen. Epiſc..: 
bs | Lond. a Sacris Domeſticis.. \ 
| | The Second Edition. | FI. > 
JL 1 LOMND © N, 
Tv] 1Printed for Sammel Tidmarſh , at the 
| | King's Head in. Cornbill, near-the || 
þ |_ wo Exch 2699.2 Arge.ad. 14 8 


(3) - 


| iO « fo " 

_ Chriſtian Monitor, &c. 

; + Rev ſary | Show /Þ 04 
'f CHAP. 1. 


r > ” | » . 
ii Exhortation te ay Holy Life , with 


% 


ol 
Ly 


it. . 
*, Aotrves thereto, 
3 T's very fad to conſider, not only how few Na- 
\ tions there are in the World which profeſs 
gy wn" » but alſo of thoſe who do profeſs 
it , how few there are comparatively thar live 
| according to their Profeſſion. Wherefore it 
-|well beſeems all Chriſt's faithful ſervants, eſpecially the 
Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their urmoſt endea- 
yours, by Life and Dofrine, by publick and private 
Xhortations , by preaching and writing , and by all 
he ways they are capable, to promote true Piety 
nd Holineſs amongft all forts of Men , whether high 
r low, rich br poor , without which no Man can 
happy, either in this World , or that to come. 
nd though I well know that, thanks be to God, 
-eabound with multjrudes of excellent Books written 
+0 this end; yer are not ſuch ſhort Inſtructions as 
heſe thac follow ro be condemned as uſeleſs, fince 
hey will, 1t's like, he _—_— diſperſed, and 
that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People, and 
y more eaſily be read and remembred by ſuctr as 
ave neither time to read large Books, nor Money to ( 
' buy them, With ſuch az theſe I have occaſion often 
| s A 2 a 


4 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
.to meet, and for their ſakes chiefly ir 1s that I pub- 
Iith this little Paper 3 being encouraged thereto by 
ſome pious Perſons, both of City and Countrey, who 
intend to give ſome of them away to poor people 
about them, and thought others might do rhe like. 
Ard may it pleaſe God' to give a Blefling to ſuch a 
mean Undertaking as this, and ſucceed it to the good}. | 
of Soals, I ſhall Iittle regard the Cenſures of the cu- 
| 


. -« 8 
a 


rious : Remembring the ſaying I have ſomewhere met 
with of, a devout Writer to this purpoſe , That he 
was deſirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered abroad 
upon Pedlers Stalls, and thence come into the hands 
of common People, for the 'encreaſing of Knowledge 
and Piety, rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried 

1n the Libraries of the Learned, ; 
Wherefore without any more Preface, I ſhall ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to you for whoſe ſake I write thele | 
Lines, as a Perſwafive to an Holy and Religious Lite, ( 
Now in order thereto let.mebeſeech you to look back, 
- upon your Lives paſt, and call your ſelves jo ac-, 4 
count, - whether it has been your care and ſtudy to | 

live 1 ſuch a godly manner as becomes: thoſe who 

are baptized into the Name -of Chriſt , and after him 
are called Chriſtians, Have you well conſidered wha | 
15 the meaning of this Name; and what Engagement {/ 
you lie under to an Holy Life by taking it upon you in 
Baptiſm? And do you keep well in mind your Ba- 
ptiſmzl Vow, wherein you renounced the Devil, 
the World and the Fleſh, and promiſed to be Chriſt's 

faithful Souldiers and Servants, and ſs to continue all | 
the days of your Life? Have you ſo far underſtood | * 
and conſidered theſe things , thar you have made it 
your chief buſineſs to walk accordingly ? Do you 
watch carefully and fight manfully againſt your ſpi- 
ritual Enemies ? Do you live as thoſe that believe 
| the Goſpel, fincerely endeayouring in all things to 
{ Know the Will of God and do #? Since you take 
| Chriſt's Name into your mouth, are you careful ro . 
depart from all iniquity? In a word, 1s this your , 
greateſt ſtudy and defign to pleaſe and . glorifie on, | 
ke . ang | 
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The Chriſtian Monitor. 5 
and to work out. your own falyation ? If your Con- 
ſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it is indeed ſo'; 
and that whereinart any time you fall ſhort or doamils, 
you are heartily grieved for ic, and do daily labour 
to amend and grow better : -If ic be thus with you; 
I fay, then bleſs God for his grace and mercy, hold on 


«and proſper, and fear nor but God will be with you, 


He will own you as his Children, and for his Son 
Jeſus ſake, will borh pardon your fins and afliſt you 
by his Grace; he will guide you by his Counſel, and 
at length receive you to Glory. 

Bur pray deal fairhfully with your own Souls and 
tell me, Has ir not been quire otherwiſe with you ? 
Have yon not contented your ſelves with the bare Name 
and Profeſfion- of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time 


Ted an-11! courſe of Life , diretly contrary to your 


Profeſſion? Have you not lived in wilful 1gnorance of 
your Duty, or in groſs ſins againſt your Knowledge ? 
not the remptations of the Devil, the allurementrs 
of the World'and the Fleſh many times prevail more 
with you than the Commands of Almighty God and 
the voice of your own Conſcience ? Are you not 
wont to negle&t God's worſhip and ſervice , both in 
the Church and at home? . yea, do you not profane his 
holy Name. by ſwearing and curtiing ? Are you not 
often gvilty of lying and ſlandering, of cozening and 
cheating, if not of downright ſtealing? Do you not 
in your anger uſe railing and reviling Language? Or 
do you not live in Envy and Malice , ſeeking for re- 
venge ,of thoſe that have done you any injury ? Do 
you not allow your ſelves in Drunkenneſs or Whore- 
dom, or ſome other known 'and wiltul fin? To be 
ſhort , Is there not ſomething or other in this World - 
that you love more than you do God himſelf and his - 
Son Jeſus? Are you nor much more concerned for 
your Bodies than for your precious Souls ? And do. 
you not more earneſtly ſeek atrer Food and Raiment , 
and. the good things of this Life, than afrer that eternal 
Kingdom of Glory which God hath promited to his 
faithful Servants in the World to come ? 
| 'A3 If 
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6' The Chriſtian' Monitor. . 

If.this indeed be your Caſe,' I beſeech you make'a 
ſtand , and conſider well what:you have been doing; 
whar a ſad and dangerons condition yon have broughr 
your ſelves into, and whar the end of it will be if 


you hold on in ſuch evil courſes. Humbly beg of 


God to make you duly fenftble of your fin and danger, 


and to keep the ſenſe thereof fo cloſe ro your minds, -. 


thar you may be broughr nor only ro mourn for your 
{ins , but ro loath and abhor then , and utrerly to for- 
ſake the ſame , henceforth refolving by the grace of 
God wholly to give up your ſelves to his ſervice, and 
ro walk ſtedfaſtly in thoſe holy and good ways which 
he has appointed you. This 1s that to which I do 
moſt earneſtly defire ro perfwade you. And thar I 
may do my utmoſt to prevail with you, I ſhall la 
betore you ſome very. weighty Arguments, whic 
I.requeſt you ſeriouſly to ponder 6f as you read them, 
and God grant they may have due effe& upon the 
hcart of every Reader. Amen. ; 
1) Thar you may be prevatled with to become 
God's faichful ſervants, conſider, firſt, That this was 
the great end for which God made you,and beeps you alive, 
and gives you ſo many mercies of all ſorts. You can 
tell, I hope, that God made you, and that he made 
you to ſerve him, by living according to his Com- 
mandments, Theſe are ſome of thole firſt things 
which Children learn, and it were well if when they 
are grown up to be Men and Women , they would 
uſe ſeriouſly to think of them, and pradtiſe according- 
ly. -The wiſe God has made all Creatures fory ſome 
good-end or other , and he has fitted them a!l for 
thoſe ends znd purpoſes for which he made ri:em. 
To Man therefore has he given the uſe of Reaſon, 
chiefly to fit him for Religion, and to render him 
capable of knowing , loving and ſerving his great 
Creator -and Benefaftor: And it 1s Religion which 
makes the great difference betwixt a Man and a Beaſt ; 
for bruit Creatures have no knowledge of Ged, no re- 
eard to him , bur zre wholly led by their ſenfes, and 
mind nothing elſe but what is before them herein 
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The Chrifian Monitor: 4 
this World: Bur the pooreſt Man' on Earth who: has 


the uſe of his Reaſon; is near akth to the very Angels 


themſelves 4; his nature is like theirs , and bur a litcle 
below them , fo that he may be'much raken up inthe 
ſame holy Works that chey are employed in, even in 
loving and praiſing, and adoring the great and good 


4 God, To this end he may ſtudy both the Works and 


the Word of God. which reveal him to us, and ſhould 
continually pur us tn mind of him. And all the good 
things we enjoy ſhould ſtill make us ſenfible of the 
goodneſs 'of God from whom they come : and fill our 
hearts with love and thankfulneſs ; and our mouths 
with bleſiing and praiſe. This 1s the moſt proper uſe of 
our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expefts fromus 
Rea'onable Crearures; and” this even the poor man 
may render without any hindrance to his daily las 


| bours; and may ſtil] keep ſuch an awful ſenſe of God 


upon his mind as may reſtrain him trom wilful 1m; and 
make him careful always to pleaſe his Maker. And 
ſo our Reaſon was given us to bridle and govern 
our Appetites, our Luſts and Paſſions; that we ſhould 
yor be led away into gluttony and drunkenneſs, into 
wantonnels and uncleanneſs, nor into rage and fury like 
bruit Beaſts that have no underſtanding: but fhould 
live ſoberly and chaſtly , quietly and peaceably wirh 
all Men, doing them all the good we can, For ſuch 
holy purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our Reaſon beſtow'd 
on us, and therefore in this manner ought it to be 
employ'd. Certainly fince God hath made us of a nas 
ture ſo much better than' Birds or Beafts ,- he expe&s 
from us other works and ſervices than he does from 
them. They know nothing of God that made them, 
nor have they any knowledgeof another Liteafter rhis, 
but when they die there's an end of them. But to.us 
harh God given immortal Souls of more value than che 
whole World : and for rhis end hath he created us, 
that we might ſerve and honour him here in this Lite, 
and fo may live with him, and enjoy him for ever in 
the World ro come. ; 
Now -1f this be the end: of our Creation, ought we 
norm 
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not to live up to.it? Do we not ſee all orher things an- 


ſwer the end for which they were made? The Sun gives 
Light by day, and the Moon by nighr. The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruit, 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 
Creatures , afford us much ſervice and benefir. And: 


ſhall Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitful, and' live to” 
' no good purpoſe ? When they are all ſo'ready to ſerve * 
us, ſhall not we chearfully ſerve him that made us for 
his own ſervice? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe 


. God ſent us into the World only toear and-drink, to 


ſleep and play, or to work hard. for a poor Livelihood. 
If this were all, we had better have been made bruit - 
Creatures,” or never have been made at all. Much leſs 


can we think that the Holy God made us on purpoſe 


ro fin againſt him, ro diſhonour his Name, and pro- 
voke him to anger. He did nor give us Reaſon to make - 


us crafty and cunning for the World , that we might: 
know how to.cozen aud cheat our Neighbours, He 
did: not give us. Tongues to ſwear and curſe with, or 
to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; ler us not then uſe them 
ro any ſuch 11] purpoſes, Since God has given us pre- 
cious immortal: Souls , let us not live like Peaſts rhar 
periſh, wallowing in the mire of baſe ſenſual Luſts 
and Pleaſures. By this means we become worſe than 
Bruits themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures, we 
abuſe our Reaſon to our own ſhame and hurr, and to 
God's diſpleaſure. Thus we croſs the end of our Crea- 
tion, and are more ſtupid and ungrateful than rhe very: 


Ox or Aſs: tor they know ther owner, and do good: | 


ſervice to-thoſe that keep and feed them, _ I. 2, 3 
O let us not give God cauſe to complain of us, as he 
there does of the Jews, that he nouriſhed and brought up 


Children, and they rebe ed againſt hims Think how prie- + 


yous 1t 15 to you thar h:ve Chiidren, after all your 
care and kindneſs, after all your coſt and labour, to 
have-them prove ſindborn and d1:0>edient, looſe and 
idle. Prodigals. O tee then rhat you be nor ſuch rowa:d 
your heavenly Farher, who made you and preſerves 
you, .and cyery dayrenews his.mercies upon you. He 


keeps - 


ad ON IR 


YL 
L 


"bb 


ee 


very. holy and ha 


The Chriſtian Monitor. 9 
keeps us alive and makes. our lives: comfortable. HE 
gives and continues to us our Reaſon and Senſes, our 
Health and Strength, Food and Rajiment, and-all the 
good things we enjoy. He ſupplies our wants,and helps 
us in all our diſtreſſes, He-gives us lighrby day, and 
reſt inthe night, . .He enables us to follow: our callings, 
and gives a blefſing ro our labours,that- we may provide 
for our {elves and Families. And does not this good God 
well deſerve. all the love and ſervice which we can poſ- 
ſibly render him ? O how can we find in our - hearts 
wilfully ro offend him who thus delights in doing us 
good! Fooliſh and unthankful Wretches we are. thus 
1l- ro requite the Lord: for all his loving kindneſs, 
We-could not deal fo with any Friend or Neighbour 
on Earth, that had been always kind and loving to 
us. Are not Servatts bound to work for them who 
maintain them and pay them Wages ? And oughr not 
Children to obey their Parents who: begot-them and 
brought them up ? How much more then ought we to 
obey God our Father, who gave us life-at firſt, and 
ſtill prolongs it from one day te- another, when he 
could in a moment cur us off in our fins, andthrow us 
jnto-Hell, But in much mercy he ſpares us, and gives 
us ſpace to Repent, and is very unwilling to deſtro 
us, and therefore waits long to be gracious to ns, 6 
then let his patience and all his goodneſs atlaſt have 
this happy effe& upon us ; let it lead: us to rrueRe- 
pentance, and ever hereafter engage us to diligence 
and conſtancy: in his fervice, Rom. 2. 4.2 Pet; 3.9. 

(24 To which purpoſe confider agatnthat Og 
the end for which God ſent this. Son Feſus into the World, 
even t9 ſeek and fave us loſt and miſerable ſinners, to 


.bring us to Repentafice and newneſs of life, that fo we 


might he reſtored to the love and favour of God, 
which we had loſt by finning againft him., Oyr 
firſt - Parents Aden. and: Eve. were created ina 
y Eſtare, bur they. fell from;ic 
by inning againſt Ged, and ſo came all miſery in- 
t@ the World. And then did our Heavenly Father 


take pity on us, and tent his own Son our. of his ho- 


ſom 
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ſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us 
from our Sins, and ſo to deliver us from miſery : Firſt 
he will make us Holy, and then we ſhall be made 
Happy. For as man loſt his happineſs by diſoeying 
Gods command, ſo he muſt recoyer it by becoming 
obedient to his will in all things, To this end hath 
the Lord Jeſus fully revealed Gods will to us when 
we were in Ignorance and darkneſs. He hath given 
us holy precepts' for the rule of our Life : And made 
moſt rich and precious promiſes to periwade us to 
our duty, and denounced dreadful rhreatnings to atf- 
fright us from Wickedneſs. 

And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for 
our fins, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious 
Blood to make Atonement for us, and to obtain our 
pardon and forgiveneſs. He dyed for our offences 
and roſe again for our juſtification. Roy. 4. 25. And 
in his Goſpel he has given full aſſurance of Gods good 
will tro mankind, that he will be merciful to us and 
pardon us, if we truly repent of our ſins and forſake 


them. Thus hath Chriſt opened a door of hope for 


Us, to encourage us to return to God : For if there 
had been no hopes of mercy, we ſhould never have 
been drawn to Repentance; but even like the Devils 
themſelves ſhould have remained full of hatred and 
malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of relief from 
him. Bur whilſt the death of Chriſt does fo much 
engage and encourage us to forſake our fins, it gives 
not the leaſt encouragement to our continzance inthem. 
Let us nor think thar Chriſt dyed for our fins that we 
might have liberty to live in them, and yer be ſaved at 
the laſt. No, bur he came to ſave us fro: our ſins, not 
in them. He makes us bleſſed by rurning us from our 
yur He dyed to redeem us from a vain and 
evil Converſation, to purify. our Hearts, and reform our 
Lives, and make us a pecultar People zealous of good 
works, Matt.1. 21. Att. 3. 26.Tit.2.14. 1 Pet.1.18. 
The death of Chriſt for us vile finners ſhews the in- 
finite love of God in finding out this way for our Sal- 
vation ; But thenit ſhews alſo whar an evil thing fin: 
is, 
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is, and how hateful to God, ſince he would not par- 
don us without the ſuffering of his own dear Son on 
our account, And therefore if the conſideration. of all 


' this does nor bring us to hate and abhor our ſins, and 


to love and ſerve our God and Saviour, we ane never 


| like to have any benefit by Chriſts death. "All our 


profeſſions of loving him and believing in him will 


' ftand us in no ſtead without obeying him. True ſa- 
'ving Faith in Chriſt is that which works by love both 


to God and our Neighbour. Chriſt accounts none 
to be his friends but thoſe thar keep, his Command- 
ments, and to ſuch only will he grant pardon and 
Salvation. Gal, 's. 6. Fob, 15. 14. Heb. g. 9. 1 Jobs 


8. | | 
, Since then the ever-blefled Jeſus the Son of God 


came down from Heayen, became a Man, and dyed 


a moſt painful death upon the Croſs, that he mighr 
fave us from fin and miſery, ſhall we notaccept ofhim 
as our Lord and Saviour, who'comes to deliver us 
from the power of the Devil and our own Lyſts, to 
make us the Children of God and heirs of Glory, 
which 1s a thouſand times greater deliverance than 
that of the Trazlites from the Agyptian bondage. Will 
you not be moved by all that Chriſt has done and 


 fuffered for you ? Shall not his love conſtrain you ro 


love him, and to hate all ſin which was the cauſe of his 
ſufferings ? Will you tread under foor his moſt pre- 
cious Blood, and even crucifie him afreſh, and again 
pur him ro open ſhame ? Thus 1n ſoine ſort do wick- 
ed men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they go on in their 
ſins which are ſo diſpleaſing ro him. They thar lie 
and cozen for a little gain, what do they but with 7#- 

or Money, They that live in 


do in effe& run the Spear into Chriſts fide, and drive 
Nails into his hands and feet. And they that give 


" themſelves to Riot and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle 


Gall and Vinegar for him to drink. They do all thar 


-1n them lies by their ſinful pleaſuresto pur him again 
#nto. Agonies and Pains, But on the other hand, 1c js 


ado: 


Ty Scriptures written 
_ the Holy Ghoſt, ro be a light ro our feet and a lan- 
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'a dehight to our .Saviour. to. fee us humbled for our 
ms, and reſolved ro forſake them, ' He will readily 
and effeQually mrerceed for us with our heavenly . Fa- 
ther, who is moſt willing to receive returning *Pfodi- 


gals, Where 1s joy-in Heaven when ſinners on Earth 
repent, Even this our return, to God by trae repen- 
tahce. is the beſtrecompence. we can make to our Bleſ- 


fed. Saviour for all his pains and ſufferings, When 
the pleafure of the Lord Profpers in his hand by the, con- 


verfion of finhers, ht then fees the trawl of his Soilg and 


$5 (atisfied, . Tfa. 63 10, It. And ſhall we por afford 


this farisfa&ion to our Redeemer, who hath andergone 


{ſo -much for our fakes; atid till our of his tender loye 


to our Souls follows .us with ſuch earneſt invirations 
ro come to him for life and happinefs ? Could we 
deny him this moſt reaſonable requeſt, if we ſaw him 
now iti perfon ſtanding, before ys,” beſeeching us to 
rtrn and live? And this* he now does by his Spirit 
and by his Miniſters : Bur that leads me fo the nexr. 
Bf Conſider therefore. that this alſo was the 2nd for 
which the Holy.Ghoſt is given, and all the means of grace 
afforded,even to ſanQifie our hearts and make us, anholy 
and obedient People. God knows the weakneſs and 
corruption of our Nattres, and therefore in great 
mercy he affords the a{bſtance of his holy Spirit, to 


enlighten our minds, and purifie our hearts, to re- 
'new and change our natures, and guide us in ways of 


holineſs here, that fo we may be fitred for eternal 


happineſs with the moſt holy God inthe life to come. 


0h. 3. 3, $e Rom. $. A And for this end were the ho- 
y 'men aſſiſted and inſpired by 


tern to our path, to dire us n the plain way to e- 
verlaſting lite, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17, And the holy 
Sacraments were appointed . for the encreaſe of grace 
ro all that make a right uſe of them. And our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour did at fiſt {end abroid his Apoſtles to 
Preach the Goſpel tc a: the World, .. and hath ever 
ſmce. continued a ſucceſſion of Miniſters in his Church, 
whoſe ſtanding office ic is to adminiſter rhe word atid 
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Sacraments, to warch over the Souls of tie people, to 
inftrut and admoniſh them both in publickand private, 
and to uſe their utmoſt diligence to bring them to che 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And 


God 1s ever ready to accompany thetr endeavours with 


his blefling. Do you nor often find his good Spirit purting 
,{O2dthcughts and motions into. your mind, inclining you 


"ro thatwhich is holy and good, checking and reſirain- 


ing you when you are running into evil? But onthe 0- 
ther hand 1r's the evil Spirit, even the Devil himſe!t, 
thar rempts you to fin, and would hinder you from your 
Duty, Ir's the Devil that tempts Men to pride and mas. 
lice, and to all marner of wickedneſs, For he being 
aproud, malicious and moſt wicked Spirit, would have 
Men to! eltke himſelf, thar ſo they may be for ever mi- 
ſerable with him. Will you not then rcfift the Devil, 
the great enemy of your Souls, and be led and grided by 


Gcds gocd Spirit, and follow his Motions and the dire&t-' 


ons of is word which lead to happineſs? O do not 
orieve this Blefſed Spirit, who alone can give us true 
comfort, do not refiſt and quench his motions, nor pro- 
voke im to depart from you, and leave you to your 
own ſuits, and to the power ot Satan, who ſceks your 
ruin. ; 

Moreover, as the Devilhas his inſtruments to draw 
Men to wickedneſs, one jll man tempring another, {© 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to righteouſ- 
neſs and holineſs. They are the Embaſſadors and Meſ- 
ſengers of Chriſt, and do in his name beſcechyou to 
be reconciled tro God, who is moſt willing to be recon- 
ciled ro you, if you will butcaſt:away thoſe wicked 


» works which provoke him to anger, 2 Cor. $.20, O 


how will it rejoyce the hezrts of your Miniſters rhattru- 
ly love your Souls, to fee the ſucceſs of their labours, 
ro have you come to them enquiring what you muſt do 
to be ſaved, declaring your repentance for your former 
evil Courſes, and your reſolution henceforth to became 
rcw Creatures, Certainly we exhort you to nothing but 
what is highly reaſonable and for your own benefit , 
whilſt we perſwade you to returnto 'the favour of God, 
Why then will younot _”" tous? Ifa meflage ofmet- 
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CY ſhould be ſent you from the King, when you were in 
danger of death for Rebellion, would you nor moſt gladly 
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and thankfully receive it ? And will you not be as thank-_ 


ful and obedient to the King of kings, and as wi to 
fave your Souls asto preſerve your Bodies, 

And befide his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
with you by his providences to bring you to repen- 
tance, Sometimes he ſends afflitions to corre& you for 
your faults, to thew you the evil of ſin, and draw you 
home to himſelf ; and at other times he ſends many 
mercies, as I have told you, to ſoften your hearts, to 
engage and allure you to his fervice : And ſuch good 
uſe we ought to make of all Gods dealings with us. 


.) Conſider further what engagements you ly under to 


a3 holy life by your owg profeſſton, promſes and vows, You 
profeſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples and 
followers of Chriſt : Oughr you not then to follow his 
example,and obey his Commands, 1t you will make good 
that name ? You would think ir a great diſgrace not to 
be taken for a Chriſtian but for a Tizþ or Jew, Be- 
ware then leſt you bring this ditgrace upon your ſelves 
by an unchriſtian temper of mind, and ill courſe of 
life. If you are faileor cruel, Coyerous or Luſttul, like 
a Tyrh or Few, it matters little what-you call. your 
felves. He 1s not a Chriſttan that's one outwardly, bur 


ke that has the ſame mind and ſpirit that was in Chriſt 


Jeſus, God will nor at the laſt day judge of men by 
their names and titles, but by their hearts and lives, 
Only it. will go much worſe with a man that calls him- 


ſelf a Chriſtian, and yet lives like an Heathen or Infidel, 


And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm you are ſo- 
lemnly lifted under Chriſts banner, to fight againſt the 
Dey1l, the World and the Fleſh : and by the keeping 
this yow you ſhew your ſelves ro be Chriſtians indeed, 
Bur if you are led away by the temptations of Saran 
and do his works, and areenſnared by rhe vaniries of the 
World, the luſts and pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do in 
effe& renounce your Baptiſm, ; 

Befides this, have you not renewed this ſame vow at 
the -Holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your be- 
lief inChriſt crucified, and promiſing-obedience to him? 


(ny 


_- 


If 


- Ee en 


- rnb nn, Ur Goo 


the ſane engagement*on you,. even to ierve and plenie 


The C hriſtian Monitor. I5 


If you have nor recetved this Holy Sacrament, though 
you have long heen at years of difcretion, you then ſhew 
your ſelves by this negle& to be no obedient Diſciples - 
of Chriſt, fince:you do not obey his plain command 17 
oa this in remembrance of hint, Luk. 22.19. And indeed L 
fear thar' many careleſs people will not come to. the 
Communion, becauſe they think it would bind chem to. 
lead ſuch a {tri& and holy life as they have no mind ro: 
Bur do nor they ca{t off Jeſus Chriſt trom being their 
Maſter, who look upon his commands as too fſtri& and 
ſevere,and will not promiſe to ovey him? Yea do they not 
thereby even diſown their Baptiim, by which they were 
bound to. this obedience ? So that the ſame reaſon which 
keeps them from the Communion, 1t's like would keep 
rem from being Baptized, if 1t were yet to be done. 
And whart fort of Chriſtians are they that would reje& 
Chriſtan Bapriſm, becauſe it engages them to an holy 
ue? - _— 
If-you are not guilty of this negle&, bur do ſometimes 
come.to. tne Lords. Supper, to keep up tie remembrance 
of his death and ſufferings: Then pray confider that, by 
recetving this holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew 
your vows to be Chriſt's faithful: Servants and Diſciples, 
and to walk in ſincere obedience to alf his holy Laws, 
as you hope for Salvation by his death, Wherefore 
may I not well beſeech you to uſe all due care to live 
according to this your-promiſe and engagement. Whar 
4 ſhame 15 '!t for a Man tobe falſe to his word , much 
more to his Oath ? O donor then break that O:th which, 
you have made to God himſelt by taking this holy Sep 
crament. And call ro mind 1t you have not ſometimes 
on a Sick-ted, or in ſome grear danger made the ſame 
promiſe and vow:And has not God ſpared you to fee how 
you would pertorm the fame ? Take heed then of a':u- 
{ing his mercy and-breaking your promiſe, _ 
Moreover, I might ſhew how your pro*'efhrg to be- 
heve the Creed engages you to live well, -according ts 
the holy faith you profeſs, which ;s a dottrine according 
10 godlintſs. FE: 00 - Oe. 
Bur,; laſtly,. the very: prayers you-put..up.to.God lay 


16 The Chriſtian Monitor. 


this God whom you Worſhip. To inſtance briefly m 
the Lords prayer, whilſt we call God Our Father, &c. 
ought we not to love and honour him, to obey him and 
ſubmit to himas our heavenly Father ? Whilſt we pray 
that his name may be hallowed, his Kingdom come, and 
his will done in Earth as 3t is in Heaven, ought we not 
our ſelves to honour his name, and adyance his Kingdom, 


dy abeying his Laws, and by doing his will conſtantly: 


and cheartully as the Angels do in Heaven, to the ut- 
moſt of our power ? Praying for daily Bread teaches our 
dependance upon God, and EN Rages ns to ſerve him by 
whom we are maimained. When we pray God to for- 
give our Treſpaſſes as we forgive others, this ſtrily binds 
us to forgive thoſe that offend us, as ever we hope for 
mercy from God. And when we pray not to be {ed into 
remptation- but delivered from Evil, this ſhould reſtrain 
us from running into temptation , and make us careful 


fo ayoid all fm and the occaſions of ir. To the fame 


purpoſe I might alſo mention the Prayers of the Church, 
© -which I hope you come frequently. Therein you be- 
gin with the Confeſſion of your fins, and ought you nor 


to forſake as well as confeſs them ? And in the end of 


the confeſhon you pray God. for Chriſts ſake to grant that 
you may lead godly, righteoxs and ſover lives, And almoſt 
in every prayer you will find ſomewhat to this effe&. 
Now I hope you are in good earneſt in theſe your pray- 
ers, elſe you do mock God and affront him, inſtead of 
worſhipping and pleaſing him. - Bur if you do heartily 
deſire theſe things which you' pray. for, then you will 
do your part for the attainment of them, and will dilt- 
gently endeavour to live in ſo holy and good a manner 
as you pray that you may do. And if you thns add 
diltgence to your prayers, Gods grace will never be want- 
ing for your aſſiſtance, | 

(s.) Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all Gods com- 
Mmandments are, ſuch that our own Realon cannot but ap- 

ove of them, as being moſt agreeable to us as we are 
Reaſonable Creatures. ' To inſtance in the chief of themz 
is it not moſt juſt and fit that we ſhould love God aboye 
all, who is the-beſt and moſt pexfeR of all Beings, and 
from Whom we rweare aki our tonal things? Ought we 
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which are ſo agreeable to our Reaſon, and do fo plainly 
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not to pray to him who alone can hear and help us. and to. 
give thanksand praiſe to him who's the Father of mercies ? 
Is it not moſt reaſonable that Childrenſhould obey cheir 
Parents, and SubjeRs their Rulers ? and thar all men 
ſhofd live in peace and love with one another, and 
ſpeak truly, and deal honeſtly as they would be deait 
with? Is it nor moſt firand decent for a Man to eat and 
drink moderately, ſo as makes moſt for his health? To 
be modeft and chaſt in all his, converſation ? Will nar 
every Mans own Reaſon acknowledge the equity and fit- 
neſs of theſe and the like preeeprs ? And for ſomethar do- 
ae more ſevere, there may be given very good realan 
Ir them alſo. So that p'ainly all Gods commands are 
the wiſe and wholeſome counſels of a moſt tender Fa- 
ther, who forbids his Children norhing but whar's hurt- 
ful, and requires nothing of them but what makes for 
their,own good, even to del juſtly, to leve mercy, and 
to WHth bumbly with their God, Mic. 6. 8. Chriſts. Toke is 
eafre and his burden light, Matt. 11. 30. Gods ſervice is. 
perfe& freedom, as we daily ſtile it in our prayers. And 
bis commandments are not grievous, 1 Joh. 5s. 2. Shall "e 
not then be (a dutiful ro our heavenly Father, yea 
wiſe for our own good as to obey theſe moſt reaſonable 
and pracious laws which he has giveg us ? So juſt = 
ual they are, that we cannot break them without of- 
fering a kind of violence to our ſelves, and going con- 
trary to the reaſoh; of our own mind. Thy art light to 
the eyes and joy to the beart, ſwreter to 4 good Man thas 
honey and the honey-comb, as the Pſalmiſt oft ſpeaks, As 
ſuitable are Gods commands to our natures, and as uſe- 


ful and healthful ro our Souls as the moſt wholeſome 


food to our Bodies. And for a Man to dire& his whole 
carriage and behaviour according to the laws of God, is 
as much his wiſdom as it 15 to go cloathed in de- 
cent Apparel, and to cat and drink what 1s good for his 
nouriſhment, Burt on the other hand, for one ro run 


naked abour the Streets, to. fill his mouth with mire and 


Dirt, to. cut and mangle his own Fleſh, .is not a greater 


ſign of folly and madneſs, than for a Man to live accor-- 


ding to his own lufts, racher than after the laws .of God, 
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corauce to our own treeſt intereſt and advantage, both in 
this Life,and that to come,as will appear by what follows, 
| (6.) Conſider therefore in the next place, that it is a 
moſt certain truth, That the leading of an holy and good 
Zife, is in all reſpeffs wery greatly for a Man's own WWif't 
and comfort, even in this preſent World, Godlintſs is profe- 
zable for ail things, Tt makes for the quiet of our Minds, 
the health of our Bodics, the encreaſe of our Eſtatcs, and 
Procures us much credit and eftcem, much love and good 
will among our Neighbours. Yea, it commonly brings 
alcng with 1t a!l manner of Bleſſings, ard makes the en- 
7oyment of them more ſweet and pleaſant, and keeps off 
"a great deal of trouble which wicked men bring upon 
rhemiclves, ard affords much ſupport and eaſe under 
thoſe affiiftions which the providence of God may lay 
upon vs, Inſomuch rhat no Man of what rank and con- 
d&i.jon ſcever, can lead a truly comſortable Life , ggcept 
he lead an holy and good life. All this 15 IS. 
taught in Scripture, and may cafily be matiifeſted by clear 


Reaſon: Or if char be nor fufficier:r, ir 1s alſo moſt plairly- 


to he aliceined bv d=iy expericnce, that they who triily 


fear God, heve much tore peace au commort Th this 


World , than wicked and Tooſe livers”, that make no 
Conſcience of their W 1ys. es EM 
Tf I ſhould make tie compariſon only berwixt a ſober 
"Man and a Drunkai «| , which do you think has the better 
'of ir in this Life? Bow often do the great drinkers ner 
only waſte their Eſtates, but deftroy their Health, weak- 
en their Brains, and ſhorten their Lives? How often do 
they fall into quarrels, get wounds and brutſes, and ſome- 
times death it felf, eithee by fighting or by one fad ac- 
cident or othcr, Sometimes the very Children in the 
ſtreets run ater Them , ſhouting and makirg ſport with 
them, And it you follow them to therr own Homes, what 
diſturbatice and miſchicf do they make there ? whar 
ſwearing and curſing, what brawling and ſcolding , what 
.quarrelling and fgi.ting is there? What outcries and la- 
mentations do Wife and Children make? who now per- 
haps are glad to get away for fear of their Lives, as be- 
fore they ſar ſtarving tor want of that Money which rheſe 
i11 Husbands waſte 1n the Ale-houfe, (A fm and fhame fr 
$: 
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1s tothoſe that entertain them. ) And after they have lived 
a4 while at this wild and wicked rate, the next news com- 
monly 1s ,, that either for Debt or for Diſorder they are 
laid up in Priſcn, and ſometimes by thoſe very People in 
whoſe Houſes they drunk away all they got. And now 


are they forced ro live upon Bread and Warcr, and linger 


out a mierable hungry Lite, 1n a cold ſtinking Dungeon, 
till etther the Charity of Friends, or Dearth it {elf releaſe 


them tlience. ( And by the way, ts this ſuch a pleaſant 


Life that 1t's worth being damn'd for to Hell-rorments 


to all eternity? of which afterward. ) 


Thus alfo I might cell of the ſad effefts of Whoredom, 
which 1s commoniy follow'd with poverty and diſgrace, 


_ and many times witha filthy loathſom diſcaſe,which makes 


Men rot above ground. And thus, angry, proud,malictous, 
revengeful People are a continual torment to rhemtſelyes 
and to all about them , andicldom have any peace or 
quiet elther with their Neighbou;s or tn their. own Fa- 


milies, The like may be ſhewn of all other Vices which 


are ſtil] wont to bring their own puniſhment along with 
them; .to ſay nothing of-what 15 or ought to he inflifted 
by the Magiſtrate, Eſpecially ſuch wicked: People as 


Thieves and Murderers, Traitors arid Rebels, do ſeldom 


eſcape the hands of publick Juſtice. But.ho will burt Men 
:f they be followers of that whichis good'? Or whathurt does 


.a man bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly and chaſtly, 


by fearing God and honouring the King? -What miſchief 
goes a man get by minding his own Buſineſs, and living 


quietly and peaceably amongſt his Neighbours? Nay, 


how happily may weſee even ſome of the meaneſt {orc 
of Peoplelive, that are diligent in rheir Callings, and ſo- 
ber and temperate, and careful to plegie God, and keep 
a good Con{cience in all their ways. Very ſeldom it is 
that they are pinched with much Want, or if they ſhould 
fall into a low Condition, yer all good People rhat know 
ttm, are re:dy to pity and relieve them: and will often 
cruſt chem with Money or Goods till they areable to pay. 
And every body is willing to employ an honeſt in- 
duſirious Man, ſo that he ſhall ſeldom want Worx or 
Trading, But idle, riotcus People thar follow whoring 
and d:inking ,” gaming and chenting, and ſtealing , thac 
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ncglef God's ſervice and. profane the Lord's day, being 
ofen in the Ale-houſe when they ſhould be at Church ; 
theſe are the People, if you obſerve it, that do-commcn- 
ly tall mto the baſeſt beggery and miſery; and Men d5 
but lircle pity them becauſe they brought it all upon them- 
felves. O how happy mightall forts of People be, in a 


very great meaſure eyen at preſent, if they would but 


- become truly Religious and good. Ir is their own fin 
and folly, rkeir Tufts and paſſions that occaſion moſt of 
thoſe troubles and miſeries which they meet..with ; 
theugh I know they uſe to cry out of their hard fortune, 
and to lay the blame upon others, and ſometimes to mur- 
. -mure againſt God himſelf, But they confider not how 


they provoke God to anger daily by their hainous fins, | 


and therefore may juſtly feel his heavy judgments for 
the ſame, tefide all the miſchief which naturally follows 
upon: wickedneſs, And this makes the r Condition to be 


fad indeed that they are always ltabſe to the wrath of | 
God, and may oy expe& his vengeance to fa!l upon -»:*, 
em © 


-them, and to f{ript fall cheir Comforts, and throw 
_ them into the ſoreſt Calamities. | 

Bur on the contrary, herein above all lies the good 
Man's fecurityahd comfort, that he enjoys the bleſſing and 
favour of Almighry God, and therefore is ſure ro want 
nothing that's truly good for him. So ir's promiſed, 
Plal. 84. Ir, 12. Matt, 6. 33. They that frft ſeek the 
| Kingdom of God, and the righteosſneſs of it, ſhall have a 
that is needful added to them. So that a poor Man can take 
no ſurer courſe to provide--for himſelf and Family, than 
to become truly Religious ; thbugh he may not have great 
things in the World; yet he ſhall haye Food convenicnt. 
And then, which is berter than all, he ſhall have God's 
bicfing with what he enjoys ; and this will afford him 
more true content and comfort in thatlirtle he has, than 
a wicked Man can find in all his great Treaſures, Godli- 
neſs with contenemens is the greateſt gin, Pſal. 37.46. 
1 Tim. 6.6. A poor Man that has cnly Facoi's With, 
Food to eat, and Raiment to put on: if allo he has 7a- 
.rob's Piety, and rakes the Lord for his God, and lives in 
his fear and ſervice, and enjoys the ſenſe of his favour, 
tow bleſled 16 the ſtate of this Man ? How chearfully 
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may he live at all times, notwithſtanding his Poverty ? 


What though his Dwelling be mean, his Fare fomewhar 


hard and courſe, and his Clothing very plain 3 yes 
whilſt he loves God fincerely , and worſhips him duly 
and devontly , he may even turn his poor Cottage Into. 
a Palace, yea, a Temple : and the blefſed God will viſt 


_ him with his preſence, will accept of his ſervices, and 


refreſh him with the light of his countenance. And upon 
this knowledge and enjoyment of God. it is , that the 
true comfort of a Man's life depends, whatever his out- 
ward condition be. Ir is this alone which gives inward 
peace and fatisfation to his mind, and ſweetens: all his 
mercies; ard above all things , bears up his heart under 


thoſe afiiRtjons he meets with. For the beſt of Men 


muſt expe their ſhare of outward troubles in this 


, * World , ſuch as fickneſs and pain , lofs of Friends and 


Eſtate, with the like, thefe are caJamities commen to all. 
Bur here the good Man has clearly the a ge , fince 
-he looks upon all that befalls 'kim as coming from the 
hands of a_moſt wiſe and. gracious God, who knows whar 
15 beft for him , and to whoſe Wi'l nefrecty ous kim- 
lf, and all his affairs, ſaying with his blefled Maffer, 
Not my will, O God, but thine be done. ' Yea; he receives 
aMi&ions as ſent in kindneſs, to corre& him for his 


faults, to exercift and encreaſe his Graces, and fo to pre- - 


pare him for Glory. And here's the great benefit of Re- 


ligion, that it teaches a Man whither to go for Relicf ancd. 
. Comfort in all his ſtraits and difficulries , even to this 


reat and good God, who 15 moſt able and rene to help 
ho People 1n all times of trouble. This we ſtill read in 
Scripture was the courſe of holy Men, and = found it 
was not in vain. And to this day will all God's faithful 
fervants find the good effeas of thus devoutly applying 
themſelves to God by Prayer. For his eyes are ever apon 
the Righteous , and his tar open to their cry, He tak 
pity on them, comforts and ſupports them. He'l lay no 
more upon them than he enables them to bear : and in 
his good time he ſupplies their wants, and delivers them 
from their affliions,yea, he turns them into bleflings,and 
makes all work together for their good; as he has ifed - 
to them thar love bi, Rom. 8, 28, O what an happineſs 
| is 
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15it to be acquainted with; God. tc have adue ſenſe of his 
Providence,ſo as tolive upon it and improve ir. 7ob 22 21. 
But bow fad 1s the condition of a wicked Man , who 
has no ſuch knowledge of God, no love to him, nor any 
expec@&ations of help and relief from him, . Even in his 
oreateſt proſperity he's a very. miſerable Man, whilſt he 
lives without God in the World : but ke feels hunſelf to 
beſo indeed, when te falls into any great calamity , and 
knows not which way to turn himfelt for help and ccm- 
fort. Foras wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into miſery (as 
I have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the moiſt 
wretched forlorn condition. And the 1] temper of their 
minds , adds wcight and load to their calamities, and 
gricyouſly. encreaſes the ſmart of them, The ſenſe of 
their own guilt ſometimes torments tieir Conſciences : 
and. fills them with tear and horrour : Sometimes they 
rage and fret againſt rhofe that help'd on their ſufferings, 
and ſometimes rhey even blaſpheme God himſelf , and 
murmur. againſt his Providence. Whilft the good Man 
with 7ob bleſſes God in all his affit&tions, theſe are ready 
ro follow the counſel of his-Wite, even to curſe Gad and 
die, . For being full of anguifh and deſpair, they are ar 
their wits end, and weary of their very lives, as weread 
of Cain and 7F:ydas, and ſuch like, both in Scripture and 
ether Hiſtory. For my part I do verily think, that nexr 
© the.Devils and thoſe in Bell, there areno Creatures in 
the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly People 
and whilſt we ſee whar the common fruit of Sin is here 


on Earth, we may-cafily be convinced that it leads to | 


Hell and damnaticn herexfter. And all this do men 
madly and wilfully run tnto by their own evil doings; 
even as a Man that thruſts his hands into the fire, 1s hike 
to. feel pain and ſmart. By fjorſaking of God, they forſake 
thtir own mercies, and by fniing againſt him , they wrong 
their own Souls, yea, their Bedies' too, and all their Con- 
cerns,. Thus you ſee that an holy Lite 1s moſt profitable 
for vs even in this preſent World, preventing much evil, 
and bringing all- manner of good along with it. Or if a 
Man fhould fall into ſuch hard times, as ro ſuffer meerly 
for Religion and a good Conſcience, he fhall then com- 
monly: find ſuch wonderful comfort and farisfaction of 
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all, that the joys of Heayen ſhall neyer have an end, It's 
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wird, that he will even triumph and rcjoyce in the midft 
of his ſufferings, as we know the Apoſtles: and primt- 
tive Chriſtians did, and thateſpecially in hope of the glo« 


rious Rewards laid up for good Men inthe Heavens, But 


that brings me to the laſt Confideraticn I ſhail mention. : 
(Laſtly) Namely , That an Holy Life through the rich 


-mercy of God, will render us perfedtly and eternally bleſſed in 
the World to come , whereas a wicked courſe of Life, leads to 


eternzl wiſcry and torment, Acco-ding as we live in this 


. World, fo muſt we fare in the r<>t © for this Lice is a 
fate of trial in order to Eternity, Even at Death a good 
Man has ground of much comfort, having the te{ttme- 
.By of a good Conſcience, ani the ſenſe of God's love, fo 


that with Saint Stephen, he may commit his Soul into 
the hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to recelve 
him. But how fad 1s it with a wicked Man, when beſide 
all rhe pains of his body; his mind 1s rormented witty 
the remembrance of his ns, and with the fears of God's 


' wrath, Bur the gre: difference will be made ar the day 


of ſudgment, -when the ſLezp ſhall be fet at Chrifts right 


 * hand, and the goats on the 4 , a5 You have it” deſcribed 


Matth. 2g. 31,8c, To thoſe on the right hand, that is 
the pious and good, will be pronounced that Joyful Ser- 


* rence, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
' pared for you from the foundztion of the World. And thi 
| ſhall they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, whefe 


neither ſin nor ſorrow ſhall ever diſturb rhem more; 


- where they ſhall never feel nor fear any manner of evil 


or pain, either of Scul or Body : but ſhall be adihitfe&d 
into the immediate preſence of God , where there is all 
fulneſs of joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a' clear 
knowledge of the ever-bleſed God, and ſuch a livel 

ſenie of his infinite Perfe&ions ©s will fill them with Ad- 
miration, Love and Praiſe : and they ſhall feel the love of 
God and their Saviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them, as 
ſhall raiſe rheir Hearts ro the very utmoſt heights of joy 
and thankfulnefs, and their mouths ſhall be filled with Hat- 
lelujahs and Songs of Praiſe : and in this moſt delightful 
Employment ſhall they joyn with all the bleſſed compa- 
ny-of Heaven for ever and ever. That's the perte&ion 6f 


019197 


—=— pg 
Care II EONS — NY 


i k | Por rr 
 wer.a ay = .+,n_.a_: Fan 


it . 24 The Chriſtian . Monitor. 

| both a moſt exceeding and' ay efernal weight of glory that's 

promiſed, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18: Kor ever ſhall we remain with 

Fhe 'Lord, 1 Thef. 4. 19. The eternal God will be the 

| pore of his people ; and their joy In him ſhall never 
leflened or abated throngh all eterniry. They ſhall be 


always blefling. and. praifing him, always fatisfied and 


raviſhed with the bcholding of his Glories and the enjoy- : 


menr of his love ; always delighted with the moſt plea- 
fant and agreeable fociety of Angels and Saints : And 
never more ſhall dear friends and companions be fe- 
pzrated from each other, when once they are met Mm 
Beaven. Death has now no power - over them. They 
are become in ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf, 
r" ge ſhall ſee him as he 1s in all his glory, Ph3l.3.21. 
1. foh. $8 | 
* Bur what it is thus to be made liketo Chriſt,to ſee God 
and enjoy him,we are notable-fully ro expreſs or conceive 
whi'ft we are here in the body, to compare the plories of 
=o "ry the riches __ _ of —_ in and leone 
| , were | to leijen ana ditparage them, 
Sogreat are thoſe X y glories and joys, that they 
"can never be clearly known till they are enjoy'd : As a. 
blind Man can never wellrell whar light is, till his Eyes 
.are open to diſcern it, It's enough tor us that we have 
ful affurance fromthe promiſes of the Goſpel, thar ſuch 
2 ſtate of unſpeakable happineſs there is provided for 
Yocd Men in the life to come. And as the Lord Jeſus 
15 gone before to prepare ir for them, ſo now by his ho-- 
IF Spiric he prepares them for that bleſſed place, by 
king in them chat grace which-firs them for glory , 
-and is the very firſt-fruits and-beginnings of ir in their 
Souls. True holineſs is the moſt certain pledge of eternal 
happineſs, and makes us'mecet for it, Eph. 1. 3, 14. Col. 
JL. 32. "4 
Since then ſuch'a glory there is, ſo infinitely prear,. 
f ſureand certain, ſhall we not all be perſwaded to ſeck 
after it by walking in thoſe holy ways that lead there- 
to ? Surely. we ſhall, - if we have any belief of Gods 
word,any regard to our own intereſt. Muft our Souls live 
for ever iQ another World, and ſhall we not uſe our ut- 
moſt care and diligence t@ make them happy for ever: 


there ?: . 


£: 
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there ? Are they nor our own Souls ? And do they nor 
then deſerve our love and care ? Ijwe be wiſe and good, 
3s it not for our ſelves, for our own happineſs ? Ard 
is there any other way to make our ſelves happy but by 
caining the love of God and eternal life ? Do we notſee 
that all worldly comforts are ſhort and uncertain ; They 
wither in our hands, and periſh in the uſing, Our 
Neighbours and acquaintance are daily dying round a- 
bour us 3 many of our deareſt Friends and Relations are 
already gone before us, and we our ſelves are ſwiftly fol- 
lowing after. We are juſt upon the borders of eternity, 
kable to- a thouſand dileaſes and miſchances that muy 
foon ſtap our breath, andthen weare gore. Since then 
we cannot make ſure of this life, nor the enjoyments of 
it , O let us ice ro make ſure of eternal glory; which 
we may do, by Gods afliſtance, even the pooreſt Man 
on Earth, if he will become ſincerely pious and go2d, 
For God is no.reſpeQer of perſons. Chriſt died for poor 
Men as __ as o_ ; _ he Aunt = a— 
on Earth may be Hews of the heavenly Kingdom, if they: 
be rich in faith and loye to God, Fan. 2. 5. Anton 
thinks they that have fo much trouble and ſorrow in-this 
life, ſhould be moved to ſeek after riches and glory in 
the life ro come. Therethe pooreſt Lazarus ſhall have 
a thouſand times more pleaſure and joy, than any ofthe 
roud Dives's or rich Gluttons and Epicures have now 
1n their delicious tare and gorgeous Apparel. Nay, the 
yery. hopes of this glory may fill the good Mans mind 
with ſ@'much joy, thar he will even forget his poverty, 
and not count his affii&ions worthy ro be compared with 
the happineſs he hopes: tor, n:r would he change Eſtares 
with the greateſt Prince upon Earth, who is a ſt-anger 
to theſe hopes. Thus it was with the: holy Apoſtles 
and their fojlowers, 2-Cqr.6. 10. 1 Pt. 1.6, 7,8. 

Thus have I briefly tald you ſomewhat. of the hap- 
pineſs of the godly in the world to come :. But on the 0- 
ther hand confader whatwill be the portion of the wicked, 
who deſpiſeche mercies of God, and the offers and pro- 
mites of the Goſpel , theſe will ar laſt fall under his 
heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for _ 
Eve in ihemoſt in:oleable rgrmants af Soul and Body, 
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fer-our by the moſt dreadful things, ſuch as Fire and: 
Brimſtone, and a never dying Worm that perpetually 
gnaws and ſtings their hearts. They are caſt into our-. 


er darkneſs, where there 1s weeping and wailing) and 
gnaſhing of teeth, not the leaſt glimmeriog_ of hope or 
comfort to all erernity, Matt. 25. 30.41, 45.Mark 9. 43. 
to the end; 2 Theſ. 1. 7, 8,9.Thelſe are the Goats thar be- 
ing ſer on the left hand muſt hear that doleful ſentence. 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for 
the Devil and his Angels, An heavy doom, and yer moſt 
juſt. For they departed-from God, and negle&ed his ſervice 
here on Earth, and therefore now muſt they depart from 
his preſence, in. which their corrupt minds can-take no: 
delight, They preterr'd the Tavern and the Ale-houſe 
hefore the houſe of God ; and took more pleaſure. in 
Feaſting and Drinking, in Roaring and Revelling amongſt 
their wicked Companions, than in worſhipping of God 
in the communion of Saints ; they loved ' not prayers 
and praiſes in the aflemblies of his people, nor hadany 
mind to. come to the Lords Table, though often inv1- 
red thereto.z and therefore muſt. they. now. be ſhut out 
from ſuch holy company,. and from ſuch high and hea- 
venly employments, for which tliey are alrogether un. 
fir. They were many of them greatly given to Carſng, 
and now: it's come upon them : That curſe of God 
which they in their rage often wiſhed totheir Neighbour; 
1s now. f:Jlen upon themſelves. Nay did not many of 
theſe prophane wretches even call for this curſe upon 
their own heads,in that helliſh Language of God damn me ? 
And what wonder it their petition be.now granted, and 
they ſenterced to. that damnation which they thus called 
for? By the Der they .were led and guided, and--by 
his wicked initraments and their own brutiſh luſts ; 
and cherefore now. they muſt have the Devil and his: 11- 
gels, and damned finners like rhemicives ro be their 
companicns in torment , who are ſo far from pitying or 
comfortivg each other, that rather they: curſe one ano- 
ther now 1n their miſery, who-before tempted. one ano- 
ther to -f;n. ; O.ſad. meeting. of. the Drunkards, *the 
Whoremongers. and. the.-Harlots there together in thoſe 
ſcorching flames. . Where in yain they-cry our for a 
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drop of warer to cool their Tongue, It muſt not be 
granted 3; their good things are all paſt and,gone : And] 
the. remembrance of all their riot and lewdneſs ſerves 
but ro encreaſe their rorment, And,now alſo they 'may- 
remember how God did again and again call upon them, 
and they would not hear; neither therefore will he now: 
hear their cries, when pain and anguiſh is come upon 
them, Prov, T. 24. to the end. And though they may: 
cry out againſt their companions and accuſe the Devil 
and in their rage blaſpheme God himſelf, yer willtheiy 
conſciences fly with greateſt fury upon themſelves, whai 
in ſpite of all the warnings that were given them, did --_ 
by. their own wilfull and impericent continuance in fin, 
plunge themſelves into this miſery, from whence they muſt 
never be releaſed. O dreadful word, Zverlaſting fire / 
Eternal torment ! How does the thought of this ſink and 
break their hearts, and fill them with deepeſt horrour and 
deſpaic ! Who can dwell with everlaſting burnizgs ? Who 
can? And yet the damned ſinner myuſt,. though in the moſt 
raging and impatient manner. After they have lain 
thouſands and millions of years in that place of. torment, 
yet 1s there nota moment. leſs tro come, there 1s a whole 
eternity ſtill behind, The worm: never dies: the flame - 
IS never quenched. Nor is God to be accuſed of ſeyeri- 
ry-1nall this, fince 1t was the finners own doing, the 
fruit of their own choice : For they knew that fin would 
ſink them into Hell, and yerthey. would venture upon it, 
And indeed it ſinks them cthither as naturally as a ſtone 
falls to the ground. Even here on earth the proud and 
covetous, the malicious and revengeful, the profane and- 
ſenſual do kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their own Souls ; 


' y. and whilſt they carry along with them the ſame wicked 


temper of mind, 1t muſt ſtill needs make. them moſt 


 Wretched and miſerable in another World, as long as 


ever their Souls live, and theſe vices ſtick ro them, thar 
1s to all eternity. .Ler not him that carries fire in his 
boſom accuſe Gods providence for. making the fire hot, 
when he feels it burn him, bur let him blame his own 
folly and: wilfulineſs : And ſo muſt felf-condemned fin- 
mers be forced.to. do, . gy” - $2028 
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- And now tell meT teſeech you, Is there notallthe rea- 
fon in the World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you of 
your fins, and caſt them from you with loathing and. 
deteſtation, and henceforward ſer upon a coutle of fe- 
rious holineſs, thar ſo you may eſcape all this miſery 


threarned to the wicked, and may partake of that glory 
which is promiſed ro the pious and. good. Does not a 


thouſand pound a- year deſervethe labour of one day ? | WE 


And will not all the joys of Heaven that ſhall laſt tor 
ever andever, abundantly reward our diligence in Gods 
fervice for this ſhort life time? And arc not the eternal 
torments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe 
and ſinful life, though it were never ſo profitable or 
ieafant here for a litrle while ? But you have before heard 
it fully proved, thit evenatpreſent an holy life is in all 
reſpe&ts moſt for our benefit and comfort. So that with- 
out doubta good Man finds more ſweetneſs and fatisfaRi- 
on inthe way to Heaven, than finners do inthe way to 
Hell. Our gracious God appoints us an eafie and ho- 
nourable ſervice, and gives glorious rewards -: But the 
Devil is a moſt cruel Maſter, and ſers his ſlaves to the 
vileſt drudgery , and afterward pates them very ſad 
wages, Rom. 6. 21,22, 23. Whether then will you be 
Chriſt's freemenor the Deyil's bond{laves? Whether will 
you walk inthe good ways of God, that bring peace and 
comfort here on Eirch, and eternal glory in Heaven: or 
in *the crooked paths of ſin, which now bring ſorrow 
and ſhame and pain, and hereafter will plunge you into 
ete;nal miſery and torment in Hell? Thus are life and 
death, happineſs and miſery ſer betore you : What choice 
then will you make? One would think there was no 
great difficuity in the caſe to a Man thathas the uſe of his 
reaſon, if he will at all make uſe of 1t in the affairs of 
his Soul. Alittlerhinking ſerves turnto convince Men, 
that there is no reaſon why they ſhould chuſe poverty 
and reproach , pain and impriſonment ( if they can 
honeſtly, avoid them ) rather rhan Riches and Honour, 
caſe and liberty. But I-am ſure there isa thouſand 
rimes leſs reaſon for a Mante difobey God and damnhis 
Soul for ever, rather than to pleaſe and ſerve him, ayd 
fo make {ure of crernalSalyation, Whereloreler me >. 
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beſeech you ro take the matter into confideration, and 


think ſeriouſly whar is moſt reaſonable and m 


for your 


own intereſt, and then chaſe accordingly. And I pray 
God dire& your hearts to make fo wite a'choice, that: 


you may never havecauſe to repent of it, either in this- 
World or: that tocome, Amen. | 
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A brief deſcription of an holy life, __ 


ſome ſhort Diretons in order thereto. 


FF you now demand of me wherein conſiſts this Holineſs 
' of life, ro which TI have been thus long and carneſt- 
_ ly .exhorting you.,. that I hope you nay in ſome: mealure- 


underſtand by refle&ing on what I-ſaid at the begin-- 


ning, and by attending to what I have intimated all a-- 


long my Diſcourſe, Yet for your afliſtanc®; I ſhall fome- 
what more plainly repreſent it to youy though but ve- 
ry brietly ;-as no other can be expeRed. iD: this little / 


Paper. 


In the general then ( asI have before expreſt it ) I 


am only perſwading yoa to hve as becomes true-Chri- - 


ſtians, - accordtng to your: Baptiſmal : Vow, in thekeep- - 
ing of which. conſiſts your Chriſtianity. Now by your * 
Baptiſm you are engaged. to believe: in:and obey God + 


the Father, the *on and rhe- Holy Ghoſt, 


| You muſt © 
- ſincefely and heartily own God the Father as your maker 


arid Prelerver, the'* on of God as your Redeemer, and 


.. the Holy Ghoſt as your San&ifter,, Guide-and Comfor- 


rer. And accordingly muſt you- behave: your ſelf . both : 
in heart and life : And- theretore you: muſt renounce the - 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh which would draw you - 
off from God, and muſt ſtedfaſtly belieyethe. Arcictes - 
of your Chriſtian Faith, and icaretully keep Goius : holy 
will and commandments 'all:the days of your life, Your 


_ falrhljs. required +in_ order $0-0bedience-; For if yow do. 
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not belieye Chriſt's Goſpel, you are not like to obey ir, 
Ih- theſe -rwo things then conſifts the Retgion of- a 
Chriſtian, ro which he is engaged. by his Baptiſm, 2x, 
in Believing what Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and in 
doing what he hi-h commanded. In ſhort , he is a. 
good Chriſtian who does firmly belieye his Creed; and 
carefully keep the Commandments, =» ; 

The doarines which we are to believe are indeed 
more lirgely and fully delivered in the Holy Scriptures, 
which were written by. Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and accordingly ought to be recetved as the word of 
God, and to te diligently read and ſtedfaſtly believed. 
Bur the chief articles of the Chriſtian Faith are briefly 
ſum'd- up in that- which we call the Apoſtles Creed,. 7 
believe in God the Father, &'c. This I hope you are 
well. acquainted with, it being ſo ſhert and plain, and dai- 
ly. repearcd..in the Church. Service ; and rheretore I ſhall 
not-ſet irdownat large. And this alſo Ihope you do be- | 
lieve to- be moſt: rrae, You would take it 1ll, if I 
ſhould queſtion-your belief.of che Creed,. wittiout whith 
you. are not to be reckoned. as Chriſtians. Bur let me 
adviſe. you to confider.. ſcriouſly and: frequently 'of 
theſe great; truthz-contained: in the Creed, that: you ma 


more clearly underſtand them, and be more aftedted wit 
them. Anrdpray-ſee that your belicf. of them be yery' 


firm and deep-reoted in your Soul, that fo. the fruit of 
your. faith . may, appear in- the ho:ineſs. of your life. 
Withour this, the bare. knowing, of the Creed, and' re- 
peating it never ſo. often'will ſtand us in no ſtead. For, 
av] told-ycu, obedience 1s the end. of Faith. And all 
the A:ricles: of our Bel'ef do moſt plainly tend .to make 
usholy and good, if we will but carefully attend trothem, 
and--com.cler: well of them, To ſhew itin few words, 
If; we b::ieve that .God. the Father Almighty made us and. 
alk-the World ; then-are we bound, to love and honour 
him, roworſh'p..nd o2ey h'ra, as. our. maker ; and pre- 
ſerver, who is Almighty in Power, infinite in Wiſdom, 
goodneſ: nd all manner of- Perfetions. If we believe 
that. 7e-.: Chriſt-is- the Son of God,: and thi Redeemer of | 
mankiad, who. died, for us and. Yoſt again y.agd aſcended:to- 
SEP yo | hl Heaven, 
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Hh rn, 4nd will thence come to judge the quick and the dead, 
and will grantro all penitent and obedient Believers, rhe 
forgiventſs of their (ms, and everlaſting life, but will ſen- 
refice the wicked to everlaſting miſery : Our belief of this,. . 
muſklead us to true Repentance and amendment of Lite, 
and: ro an humble dependence onthe mercies:of God, 
and the merirs of Chriſt, for Pardon and Salvation, 
And 1f we believe, that it ts the Office of the Holy Ghoft 
to ſandtifieus, and all the elefF People of God; then ought © 
we to pray to God for his holy Spirit, and we muſt com-. 
ply with his' good motions, and ſubmir to his working 
upon our Souls, that he may ſanfifie us and make us 
holy , that ſo we may be living members of Chriſt's 
Holy CatholichChurch. And in this Church are we Hound 
to continue, thar ſo in the Communion of Saints, we may 
enjoy the benefit of the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer, 
by which means the Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and 
encreaſes the ſame, till it be perfe&ed in eternal Glory, 
to which good Men ſhall be advanced both in Soul and. 
Body ar the Refurre&tion,; as their Souls made-entratce' 
upon 1t preſently after their death. © OY 
Thus you ſee how a right” Belief !eads a Mantohol:- 
neſs of Life. And therefore in holy Scripture do we 
find ſo much mention made of Fairh,: or of believing in 
God and in Chriſt.” This in many places 1s highly ex2 
' rolled; -and moft ftrifly required of us, as the very ſumm 
of our Duty ; inſomuch that we are often 1d" ro be jus 
ſtified or pardoned on account of our Fatith, and to be. 
faved by Faith; and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe true Faith produces Obedience 3 and mates a'Man. 
become an humble and fincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
- and ſo makes us fit for the mercies of God in and;rhroug 
our Bleſſed Saviour. But when faith does Yor bring 
forth the fruic_ of Holineſs: and pood Works, its of ris 
value with God, nor will ſtand us1n any ſtead} as you 
may ſeat large in the ſecond Chapter of St. Famzs, to 
name no other places. Wherefore you - know: we are 
engag'd by our Baptiſm, not only te,believe all the Ar- 
ricles of the Chriſtian Faith, bur alſo ro keep Got's 
Commandments, which I am to'ſpeak of next, ' 
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Now theſe Commandments are allo plainly contained'im 
theHoly —_— z and therefore there 1s ſtill more Rea-- 
ſon why you ſhould diligently read and.ſtudy the ſame, that. 
you may. know the Will of God and do ir. And all that. 
15 to. be. done by us, I reckon, is contained in the Ten: 
Commandments, as they are.explained.to us., and urged. 
upon us.,. both by the Prophets in the Old Teſtament,. 
and by,gur Savionr-and his Apoſtles in the New: Eſpe-- 
cially Jn our Saviour's Sermon-in the Mount, in the fitth,. 
fixth, and ſeventh Chapters of St. Matthew. And,there- 
tage often read aver: theſe three. Chapters. There you. 
wall find what manner of perſans the Diſciples of Jeſus 
ovght.to be, even like theit Maſter., of an humble, lowly. 
SpirKt, meck and gentle, pure ang peaceable , merciful 
andp3yent, and the like, Such as theſe. he pronounces. 
bleſicd in the began of that heavenly Sermon, and. 
_ theſe alone are they = Jont he will make moſt- blefled. 

with himſclf for ever. But if you would have. the ſumm. 
af your Duty to. God and to your. Neighbour, as required, 
| by rhe_Tep Commandments, brictiy repreſented, take it. 

ia the very -words of our Church Catechiſm, : 

My duty: towards God 3s te. belieze in bin; to fear him; 
to love him with all, my heart, with all my mind, with all my 
ſoul, and, with. all my ſtrength; to worſhip him; to give him 
thanks; to put my. whole truſt iy him; to call upon bin; ta 
bonowr bis holy Name - ard his Ward 3. and to ſerue him truly 
all the days of my life. 


My arty towards. my.Neighbour, is to love bim as my ſelf; 


and to de-io all men + I wonld they. ſhould do to me. To 
Igue, hongur, and ſuccour my Father and Mother. To honour 


azd- obey. the King ,. and all that are put in authority undex- 
him. To ſubmit my ſelf to all my Governours, Teachers, Spi- - 


ritual Peſftours and Maſters. To order my.ſelf lowly and 
reverently to all my betters, To burt-no body. by word or died. 
To be true..aud juſt in all my dealings. To bear no malice nor 
' batred in my heart, .To e fo my- hands from picking and- 


ftetling.; . my tongue from evil-ſpeaking . lying and. ſlander« 


ing, To keep. my body in temperance, ſoberneſs and chaſtity. 


| Not. to, covet. and deſire.other mens goods ; but. to learn and- 
labour Fg to get my own living , and to do. my duty. in that: 


fare. of life into. which/ it ſhall pleaſe God to call, me: 
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 Mediatour;. who. came.into: the: World; on purpoſe, to: 


Here yow have-your Duty in a lictle room, which you. 
may eaſily keep in memory :. but” eſpecially beg of God. 
ta. write his Laws in your-hearr , that you may. freely. 
and chearfully obey them in your Life and Converſation. 


And -for: your further affiſlance, I ſhall a little enlarge . 


' upon the chief of theſe Duries, eſpecially the love of God 
- £and your Neighhour , and fo conclude with ſome ſhort . 
> and'peneralDire&ions for the guiding of your ſteps more. 


readily and conſtantly in the ways. of Holineſs all the 
days of. your Life. 


To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the ficlt. 


| and great Commandment: as our Saviour himſeK teach- 


eth us,. Yatth. 22. 37, 38. This makes us more cafily 
ro obcy all the reſt of his Commands. For if we truly. 
love God.,. we ſhall be very fearful to offend him; and” 
very careful-ro pleaſe him 1n all our ways. And then do. 
we truly Iove God with all our Heart, .when we. ove 
him more than all other things im the World, more than. 
Rithes, Pleaſures, Honours, Friends, or any other En-" 
joyments , yea, more. than our very Lives; ſo that we. 


will part with all, rather than loſe the favour of God, in- 


which we account our happine( chiefly to. conſiſt. This. 
I take to be. the very Efſence of Religion,. and 'tis that. 
without. which our. Saviour tells us, we canner: be his. 


| Diſciples, Matth. 10. 37, 38- But when once we are got: 


to this blefled temper, we ſhall find it no very hard mat- 
ter to deny our ſelves, arid take. up. our .Crofs , and fol- 
low our Lord and Maſter both. in well-doing and ih. pas 
tient ſuffering, | ot 

Wherefore let us earneſtly bey of God ty his holy Spi-. 


rit to work this.love in our Hearts, And to our Prayers ler: | 


us add our own diligent Endeavours ; and. ctpectally. le. 
us be much in thinking of all the. goadneſs and 
kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and'to all the, World.. 
Let us conſider what: he has done. for us already, both. 
for.Squl and Body ,. and what he has promiſed to do in. 
the Life ro come, And-never.let our Hearts be ar reſt,, 
till chey are.entirely fixed v = the ever-blefſed God as: 
our chiefeſt good, and-only farisfying. Portion, And ler. 
us earneſtly ſeck his. favour-through the Lord: Jeſus, the. 
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bring us into a ſtare of Friendſhip with God, that we 
mightlovehim, and be loved ofhim, and live with him 
for ever in love and joy, But alway remember that 
obedience to God, is the only ſure evidence of true fa- 
ving Love. He that loves God, will hateand abhor fin 
and wickedneſs. Let the Son pretend whar love and ho- 
nour he wlll to his Father, he does nottruly love him, 
Except he uſe all due care to pleaſe him. 

And if you do thus ſincerely loye God as your Father, 
then may youalways comforrably truſt in him, and de- 
pend upon him, which 1s another great Duty, and brings 
great peace and quiet to our minds, 1. 26. 3, 4. Whilit 
you hve in. obediencero God's commands, you have a 
ſure intereſt in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely upon his 


good Proyidence,for the performance of them, Wherefore 


whatever your wants, your dangers, or ſufferings are, 
do not diſtruſt the Providence of God, but wait patiently, 


and do your own duty, and be aſſured, God in his good , 
time, will ſuccour ard relieve you, he will dire&, com-. 


fort and ſtrengthen you. Let all the experience you 
have hitherto had of his loving-kindneſs, engage you to 


truſt in him as long as you live. And take great care,. 
rhat you never murmur nor repine againſt God under 


any affiition whareyer z when you meet with. the 
heavieſt crofſes and diſappointments, or loſe your dear- 


eſt Relations and Friends, fay with holy Fob, The Lord 


gives, and the Lord takes away, bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord. Beſeech God' to teach you that excellent Leſſor 
of Contentment inall Eſtates, Phil. 4. 11, 12, 13. Though 
you may .be low ard poor in the World, yet confi- 


der, you have always cauſeto be thankful, but never atiy . 


reaſon to complain, God. knows what condition 15 beſt 
for us, and let us leave it tohim to chuſe what we ſhall 
have. Wethar deſerve nothing but wrath and miſery, 
ought to, acknowledg the great goodneſs of God, that 
weare on this fide Hell, Tis :f the Lord's mercies, that 
we are not. utterly «conſumed, and that we do enjoy any 
meaſure of comfort. - Think how poor the Lord jeſus 
was for our fakes, who had not where to lay. his Head, 
and was miniſtred to by the ſubſtance of others : .and in 
the- ſame meati Condition did the. holy Apoſtles hve. 
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Your low Condition frees you fron a great many ſnares 
and temptations, and from a great many cares and for- 
rows that rich People meer with; If you bur truly love- 
God, and have atreaſure in Heaven, you are very rich, 
though you have neither Gold nor Silver. Fear not, bur 
God will give you and yours Food and Raiment, and - 


*having that, ler us becontenr and thankful. Yea, lerus 


put thevery worſt,. that weſhould ftarve to Dearh for 
want of Bread ( which not one of a thouſand-does- in 
times of Peace and Plenty ) yer if our Souls befir for- 
Heaven, and carried thither, we ſhall- have no cauſeto + 
complain of the manner of our Death. I have heena 
little rhe larger upon this, for the ſake of poor People; 
who are too- apr to be diſcontent, andto murmur at. 
their Condition'z though alas, rhey commonly bring - 
themſelves into'it, or make it much worſe by their own” 
careleſs and looſe lives, as was before mention'd. © 
And yet before T proceed to the Duty: yon owe to 


x your Neighbour, letme in a few words dire& you, :as t6 


4 


<e Worthip of God inPrayers and Praiſes. This 1s a dury-. 


moſt frequently enjoyn'd itt Scripture, and prattifed by 
all good Men, and the very Light of Nature: may direct 
us-toit, We have daily needof God's mercy,. and-do; 
duly taſte of ir, and therefore are wetaughr to pray core 
tinually, ahd in everything to give thanks. To'God alone. 
muſt'we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes it the Name of 
Jeſus. .Chriſt, as he himſelf reacheth us, Matt. -4. 10: 


Foh. 16. 23." -We muſt not pray to Angels or Saints, nor « 

- make uſe ofthemas our Mediatours, for this'1s the pe- 
., culiar Officeof Chriſt, who died for us, and is now tn 
;  \terceeding zt the right hand of God, 1 Tim. 2. 5. Heb. 7." 


2s, Wherefore we mean, ſinful Creatures muſt always” 
come to God in the Naineot Chriſt, and for his ſake* 
alone, hope for the favour of God, the pardon of our: 
Sins, the acceprtarice-of our Perſons and Services, and 
the Salyarion of our Souls. | | 

And our Saviour teachethus ro worſhip God in a-pure 
and Spiritual manner with our Hearrs and Souls, becauſe 
hetsa Spirit, and {earchesthe hearrs of Men, 7oh 4. 23. 
Wherefore by no' means, may we make any Image or _ 
Picture of God, nor may'we*give Religious: Worlhipto- 


« 
— 


> OE arg, 


» CSIR 
Oe Or ery AgpF 


Eee ren ener gras, 


.—m— 
Oy 


. / n 
= tas A, 6 if 
" 


36 The Chriſtian Monitor: 
an Image, which is direfly contrary to the ſecond Con-- 
mandment, Neicher may we-frame in our minds any 
todily ſhape or likeneſs of God: when we pray to him, 
bur muſt conceive of him as a moſt pure and glorious 
Spirit , moſt powerful and wiſe, and good, who fills the 
whole World with his Preſence, and 15s always near to - 


us, though not to be ſeen with bodily Eyes ; and hears. 


our Prayers, andknows our wants, and 15 both able and 
willing to help us. 


Our Savtour hath commanded us to pray in private, 


when we are alone, Matth. 6. 6. Andthere he taught his - 
Diſciples how to pray, and hath given us that moſt excel- 
lent Form, which we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
which art-iy Heaven, &c. which by the way ,. may afſure 
vs, thar Forms of Prayer are very lawful. And the Lord s 
Prayer: may both ſerve for a Patrertyco dire us 1n all. 
our Prayers, and-alſo-1s it ſelf moſt fit to be uſed and. 
zoyned 'to our ether Prayers. Bur 1t 1s not proper to - 
v& the Belief and the ten Commandments for Prayers, . 
2s the manner is of poor ignorant People ; though we. 
ought often to think of them , or rehearſe. them, for the. 
guickning of our Faith, andthe guiding of our. Lives. 
Upon ail occaſions, -in all our troubles and diſtreſles, . 
let us be much in Prayer to Ged, and till ſeek ro him . 
for mercy and comfort, who is always nigh to them 
that call upon him in truth and fincerity. Would .the. 
poor Man ſcek as earneſtly to God for relief, as he does 
£© his rich Neighbour, he would find ir the ſureſt courſe 
to have his wants ſupplied. And -ler us allo frequently 
de lifting up our Hearts to. God: in Thanksgiving and. 
Praiſe, for-all his mercies and favoyrs which he beſtows - 
upon us. Thus may even the pooreſt. Man- have. his . 
nnd otten.employ*d when he is at his Work in the Shop, 
orin the Field, or when he is walking ogra or ſail-- 
Ing on. the Seas, which would nothinder, bur .further his. - 
Labours, and make them morecaſje and pleaſant. But be : 
ture to ſer-ſome time:apart every day for ſolemn Prayer. 
Very fit 16:18 to begin the. day with: Prayer-to God, . 
23-ſoorr as we riſe out of Bed ;-bleſſing his Name for our - 
preſervationand-quier reſt, begging his graciousPrelence.. 
with us all che. day , that we:may be. kepr from:all evil, , 
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eſpecially from fin, the worſt of 311, And at the Even- 
ing, let this be our laſt work before we lie down to 
ſep, humbly to commit our ſelves ro God by Prayer, 
Pſal. 92. 1, 2. 

Exceeding uſeful it is for thoſe who have Families, 
to Joyn together Morning and Evening in Prayer to God, 
and 1n reading ſome part of his holy Word ; for which 
Purpoſe there are many good Books of Devotion : and 
though they have none of them , yet they may uſe ſuch 
of the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their pur- 


-poſe, which are to be found in the Morning and Even- 


ing Service, and in other places. | 

Before you fit down to Mear, beg Gods bleſſing upon 
tr, and afterward return thanks for 1r. 

Burt befide our Devotions in the Family or Cloſet, our 
great Duty is to worſhip God in the publick Afſemblies 
of his People , which by no means we ought to forſake, 
Heb. 10. 25. Sufter not your ſelyes therefore by any . 
Prerences whatever to be drawn away , either by Pa- 
piſts or Sefaries, from the publick Worſhip of God), 
as it 1s now by Law eſtabliſhed in the Church of Exgland, 


Bur ſee that you duly refort to your Pariſh Churches, and 


that not only on Holy-days,but on the Week-days, when 
you have opportunity and leiſure. More eſpectally,ſee that 
you conſtantly frequent the Church on the Lord's Day, | 
if not hindered by ſickneſs, or ſome other very great and 
urgent Cauſe. Let not that Excuſe keep you from 
Church, which would not keep you from the Marker. 


' Bring as many of your Family-along with you, as can 
- Poſlibly be ſpared. Come to the very beginning of Ser- 


vice, aud ſtay quietly rill che end of it, not running 
away before the Bleſſing, as many careleſs People rudely 
do, as if they were glad to get away, as from a Priſon, 
Behave your ſelves wich all due reverence, ' both of 
body and mind , conſidering the Majeſty of that Ged, 
in whoſe preſence you ſtand , | before whom the very 
Angels vail their faces. Always kneel at your Prayers, 
if there be convenience, or ſtand ar lezſt, Pla. 95. 6. 


Above all, look well to the remper of your Soul, and :: 


keep up an awful ſence of the great God to whom yew 
are praying, and mind jvell what 15 ſaid, as you go along 
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with the Prayers, and offer up your deſires to Godz 
ctherwiſe, theugh you may ſpeak much, you do not pra 

at all. Avoid all vain and wandring thoughts, as mic] 

as poſſible. When you joyn 11 the Confeſſion of Sins, 
thipk of your own particular faulrs, and be deeply hum- 
bled for them : and be unfeignedly thankful fcr all God's 
mercies, whilſt you are praiſing his Name; and earneſtly 


long after that Grace you pray tor. Attend with care and ' 


reverence to God's Word, when it's read from the Desk, 
and alſo to the preaching and explaining of it from the 
Pulpit, that you may both be diligent hearers, and faith- 
ful doers of the Word. Negle& nor the Church in the 
Afternoon , though you ſhould live where there is no 
Sermon. Catechifing may be as uſeful to you, and this 
ought to be in all places. And beſides that , you will 
.hear the holy Scriptures read, and have the benefit of 
he-publick Prayers. | 
When you come from Church, ſpend nct the remain- 
der of the day in fports and idleneſfs, much leſs in drink- 


! 
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.1ng and gaming, as too many do : bur it you have a LG 


Family, ket ſome time be ſpent with them, in praying, in 
reading God's Word,and ſome good Book ; and let Chil- 
dren and Servants be inſtructed in their Carechiim, 
Examine them about what they have heard, that ſo ir 
may make them more attentive; and do you meditate 
©n the ſame, that it may {mk into your Heart. Works of 
mercy and neceflity may be done on the Lord's Day 
but by no means allow your ſelves in any needleſs La- 
bours, nor in travelling upon the Road, or wandring 


' about ro-make idle Viſits, Ged allows us fix days 1n - 


the Week for our own Employments, let us devote the 
Lord's Day to his ſervice, readily and cheertully. 

When the Sacr:ment of Baptiſm is 2dminiſtred , do 
you attend to it. Remember your own Engagement by 
having received it in your Infancy, :nd reſolve to live 
anſwerably thereto, ano in Prayer for God's blefling 
on the Children then received into the Church, Ard 
when you bring your own Children to Þe baptized , ſce 


that you do moſt ſincerely give them up to God, and , 


devcte them to his Serfice, with firm Reſolutions to 


L __ brino them up in his fear, if God ſpare your Lives and , 
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theirs, and earneſtly pray for his Grace to be given 
in to their Souls. Ard thoſe ro whom you ſtand as 
Surettes, you ought to do your utmoſt toward their good 
Education in the knowledge of God and Religion , ac- 
corcling- to the Charge given you, eſpecially if the Pa- 
rents die, or prove negligenc. And pray beware of a 
very-wicked pradtice, which 15 common 1n ſome places, 
that after a Child 1s baptized, the Neighbours rhar are 
invited, ſpend the reſt of the day in Riot and Drunken- 
neſs ; forgetting, that even now they renounced the luſts 
of the Fleſh, thoſe who ſtood at the Font, and all the 
reſt, are under the ſame obligation, 

. Whenever you are invited by.your Miniſter to the ho- 
Iy Communion, do nor willingly negle& the Invitation : 
but: come with a thankful Heart to keep up the remem- 
brance of Chriſt's love in dying for ſinners, according to 
his expreſs Command, Lyk. 22. 19. Take care to pre- 

re your ſelves by true repentance for all your former 
fins, and ſtedfaſt purpoſes by God's grace throughly to 
forſake the ſame. See that you be in perfe&t Chariry 
with all Men, freely torgiving thoſe who have offended 
you, and offering Gioldicn to thoſe whom you have 
oftended. If after this, they wil not be reconciled, that's 
not your faulr, but theirs, ard therefore may net keep 
you from the Sacrament. Stay not away out of a Pre- 
rence, that you want time to prepare your ſelf.. For a 
conſtant holy Lite, is the beft Preparation, If you are fir 
for Prayers, you are fir for the Communion. Do not 
think thar the Communion 1s only ter rich People. The 
Souls of the poor are as precious as the rich, and as 
much concerned in Chrilt's death; and they have as 
much c:ule to remember it, and ſeek afrer the Eenefits 
of it. If you have nor Mcney to offer at the ColleRion, 
ſee that you offer up your ſelves to Gcd , and thar will 
be of more value. Complain nor that you want C'oches, 
and therefore you abſent, both: from. the Church and 
Communion : bur fee thar you come in the Wedding 
Garment required in the Goſpel, with humble, peri= 
rent, thankful Hearts, and then you wil]! be welcome 
Gueſts at Chriſt's Table, For your direftion, It you 
haye no Books on- this Sul ject . yer rezd {criovſly rhe 
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Office for the Communion in the Common Prayer, and 
you may find very great afliſtance from it. Ir's very fic 
.8!ſo:ro conſult with your Miniſter, eſpecially the firſt 
timeyou receive. Afure your ſelves, it's a very hainous 
-Fn, to live one year after another, in the negk of this 
*weighty Duty, and argues a very great contempt of 
our Saviour's Authority , and of his infinite love and 
kindneſs, 

Betore T leave ſpeaking of your Duty to God,let me be- 
ſeech youcarefully to abſtain from that common hainous 
ſm of Swearing. A-moſt ſenſleſs piece of wickedneſs, that 
brings neither pleaſure nor profit along with it. When 
-you are-calted before the Magiſtrate in weighty Caſes, 
you may lawfully {rear , Heb. 6. 16. but take great 
-Care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth : for 
: otherwiſe, you call the true God to witneſs a Lie, and 
- do even call for his vengeance upon your ſelves. In 
your ordinary communication , avoid all manner of 
ſwearing, either by the ſacred Name of God, or by any 
Creature, Matth. s. 34. Fan. $. 12, Ute not ſuch Ex- 
preſſtons, 4s you hope to be ſav'd, As you hope for mercy, 

-with others the like , which are grcat Oaths, though 
frequently uſed upon every flight occaſion. Do not 
ſo much as raſhly and careleſly mention the noly Name 
of God or Chriſt: but Ict ycur inward Reverence be 
manifeſted in your outward Expreflions. . 

And to this I may fitly joyn as earneſt Caution againſt 
the ſin of Curſing, in which the Name of God 1s often 
diſkonoured, when men wiſh that God's Curſe may 
light up-n others ſometimes on their very Children 
and neareſt Relations, ſometimes on their Neighbours, 

ard ſometimes on their Catrel, Some profane wretches 
with damnation to thoſe they quarrel with, yea, even 
to themſelves. And how common 1s it to hear Men in 
their wrath, wh rhe Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their 

Neighbour, or. bidding the Devi! take them. Indeed 
they themſelves ſeem to be poſieſt ty him, whilſt they 

vent this Language of Kell, and do take the ready way 
to bring all manner of Curſes, both on their own Soul 

-and Body, P/al. 109.-17, 18. This wicked Cuſtom 
proceeds both from the want of the txue fear ct God 

- in 
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in Men's Hearts, and alſo from want of Kindneſs and 
Charity to one another, of which I am-next to ipeak 
a few words. | | 

Next tothe love of God above all, the loving of our 
Neighbours as our ſelves, is the greatDuty of a Chriſtian, 
as our Saviour teaches in that fame place, Matth. 22, 
39, 4% And Love is ſaid to be. the falfilling of the Law, 
Rom. 13.8, 9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſcipie 
of Jeſus Chriſt, than to live in love and chariry with ail 
Men, doing all the good we can to others, but doing 


- no manner of evil to any , Read 1 Cor, 13. This 15 mott 


frequently, and ſtri:ily commanded in the Goſpel, ard 
made the very badgeand character of a Chriſtian, Fob. 1 3. 
34, 35. This makes us moſt lize to our blefied Lo. d 
and Maſter, who went about continua'ly doings good, 
borh to the Souls and Bodies of Men ; even to the very 
worſt of Men, and his moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew: 
great charity and kindneſs. And herein let us ſtudy ro 
be like him ro the utmoſt of our power, 

If we have true love for all Men, we fhall then eaſily 
and readily periorm all choſe Duties which we owe to 
them in the ſeveral places and relations wherein we 
ſtand : of which I muſt not he:e go about to give a 
parcicular account, Bur 1n general, Husbands and | 
Wives ought moſt entirely to love each other, and ftudy 
ro render one another's Lives happy here, and their 
Souls hereafrer. For it they live 1n diſcord and wrath, 
they have an Hell upon Earth whilft they live, and have 
reaion to expe the eternal ro:ments of Hell when they 
die, Parents ought to love their Child:en, and take due- 
care of them , both as to Soul and Body : and Children 
ought ro honour and obey their Parents , and relieve 
them, if they ſt:nd in need. Maſters muſt be gentle and 
kind toward their Servants; and Servants mult be taith- 
ful and obedient ro their Maſters , even to the froward 
and ſevere. Snbjets muſt yteld obedience ro all the 
lawful Commands of their Rulers, and pariencly iubmit 
ro what Puniſhments they inflit; and upon no Pretcnce 
whatever, may they rebcl againſt them: to: it 15 moſt 
expreſly forbidden in Scripture, and damnation thre«t- 
ncd to thoſe that are guilty, Rom. 13. 1, 2, And com- 
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monly Treaſon and Rebellion, bring nothing but ruin and 


miſery in this World , as well as the next. The 
People ought ro eſteem and love their Miniſters, to fol- 
low their godly Admonitions and Examples, and afford 
them due Maintenance, 

In brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any in- 
jury to any Man of whatrank or condition ſoever, either 
!n his Sou] or Body, his Eſtare or good Name: but muſt 
be eyer rcady to do all manner of good to all Men ac- 
cording to our ability and opportunity. And hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we love our Neighbours as our 
{elves , by dealing with all Men fo truly and juſtly, fo 
mercitully and kindly, as we deſire to be dealt with our 
telves. This 1s the great Rule of the Goſpel, Matt. 7. 12, 
Ard by this Rule ought we ro govern our ſelves in all 
- our carriage toward others, both in buying and ſelling, 
and in our whole Converſation. This is a very plain 
and caſic Rule to walk by, and 1s moſt juſt and equal, 
and very _ and comprehenſive ; fo thit if a Man will 
honefily and fairhfully attend to it, he need: not go far 
ro ſeek for diretion how to behave himſelf in moſt 
Caſes, that may. happen berwixr him and his Neighbour. 
Would I be reviled and f{landered;chearted and cozened, 
beaten and hurt, or any other way abug'd ? if- not, then 
ler me not nſe another at this rate, Would: I bedeſpis'd 
or derided for my faults, or. for my poverty and -mil- 
fortune ? Would I not rather in reaſon deſire to be 
kindly inſtrufted, affiſted, and reheved ? Thus then, ler 
me deal with my Neitgbour, and accordingto my power, 
with meekneſs and true kindneſs, inſtruct the ignorant, 
"rechim the vicious and erroneous, comfort the fad, re- 
lieve the oppreſſed, feed the hiingry, and clothe the na- 
ked. Even thoſe that are of a mean condition, muſt te 
ready to help ſuch, as are:1n greater want than them- 
ſelves. The Man that lives by his Labour, 1s-not wholly 
excuſed from works of Charity, Eph. 4. 28; The W1- 
dow's Mite is very acceptable ro God; and-a cup of cold 
water. ſhall nor. loſe it's reward. A willing charitable 
mind it 1s that God chiefly looks ar, and: ca:ls for , and 
oy the pooreſt may haye, if ic be not. their own 
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And our Chariry and Kindneſs is not oily to be ſhawn 
ro our Friends, but to'our very Enemies theniſelves. We © 
may not-render evil for evil, but muſt ſtudy-ro overcome | 
evi by doing of good. - It another ſtrike us, we may nor 
ſirike again; if he rail upon us, and revile ys, we muſt 
not return the ſame i!l Language , bur eirher by filence, 


or by gentle and ſoit anſwers endeavour to appeaſe his 

< wrath, For the Rule is not, to deal with others;-as 
A they dcal with nie, bur as I 1n reaſon defire to be .dealt 
with; and another Man's fault will not excuſe mine, Jt - 
he do me an-injury, I muſt not be judge it my- own 
Czuſe, nor take upon me to revenpe it, but in.weighty 
- Caſes, may' fly to the Magiſtrate for reljzeft, But upon- 
no account whatever, may we bear any grudge or ha- 
tred in cur Hearts againſt any Man, though never fo 
wicked , or never ſo much our enemy : but we inuft 
pity him and pray for him, that God would give him 
'# better mind, If ever we hope to find mercy with: 
God, and have our treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive 
thoſe that offend us, as we learn from -the Lord's 


- Prayer, and many moſt plain places of Scripture. - See 


Metth. 8.44, &c. Matth, 18. 21, to the end. Rom: 12. 
14. to the end, We muſt ſhew meekneſs and gentle- 
neſs to all men, and never willingly ſay or do any thing. 
to provoke another to anger : nor ſhould we' be _ 
Provoked , but very eaſily appeaſed and reconciled. 
It's very ſad to conſider , what wretched and mi- 
ſerable- Lives many of rhe poorer. ſort lead, by -their 
continual brawling and ſcolding , quarreiling and- con- 
rending with one another : and ſometimes when thep 
have ſcarce Money to buy Bread , they'l throw 1t away 


venge, 9 
"od the People of this Rank, ought eſpecially to be- 
ware of envying thoſe rhat are 'in better Condition 
than themſelves, We onghr to have rhat true- kindneſs 
and good will for all Men, thar we ſhould be lad of 
their proſperity, though we our: ſelves be in affiiftionz. 
-a5' cn the other hand, ' we to havegreat compal- - 


ion for thoſe. in miſery, though we be is proſperity... 
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And let fuch that are in want, take heed , that their 


Neceſſities put them upon no unlawful Courſe for their 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ſtealing any thing, 
though of a ſmall value. By degrees, it's to be feared, 
you will go on to greater matters, and: ſo may bring 
your ſelves to ſhame and puniſhment in this World, as 
well as that to come. The beft way to avoid this, +5 
to be very diligent im your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtle 
dire&s in that place befere named, Eph. 4. 28. If yon 
are not able to work, it's lawful to beg. But by no 
means betake your ſelves to this lazy , unprofitable Life 
of begging, 1f you are able to ſubfiſt by any other 
lawful courſe. He that will nor work when he can, 
deſerves not to cat. . But rather than either ſteal or 
ſtarve, you may ſcek for Relicf from your Netghbour's 
Charity. Burt do not go about to decetve him, by bor- 
rowing what you know you are never like to pay : for this 
15 downright cheating. Rather deal plainly, and make 


known your Neceffities. If you truſt in God, and 


do your duty, he will takecare of you : And though 
you-may be in ſtraits ſometimes, yet ſtil] you will find 
a ſupply. And to prevent your poverty , let me eſpe- 
.cially warn you againſt thar common. bruitiſh fn of 
DPrunkenneſs, which brings both this and many other 
miſchiefs along with it, as I have before told you, In- 
deed, it hinders every thing that's good, and leads Men 
into all- manner both'of ſin and miſery, This Vice it tis 
thar makes more Beggars than any other cauſe. Where- 
fore, if. you have any regard to your Families, any. love 
to Soul or Body, avoid all riot and exceſs. Eat and 
drink moderately, as may tend to keep you beſt in 
bealch, and make you moſt fir for the ſervice of God, and 
your own Callings. | 

And, laſtly , beware of that filthy ſin of Whoredom, 
which very often goes along with Drunkenneſs, and as 
often brings the curſe of God , bath upon Men's Bodies 
and Eſtates. And ro keep you innocent, avoid idleneſs, 
as well as intemperance. And flie from all lewd and 
wicked company , -where you are in danger of being 
enticed and ed ; and do not ſo much as allow 


your felves in any waclean thoughts or deſires, vor.tn 
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filthy Diſcourſes, or in any wanton carriage and behavi-  * 

our. For the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, * 

God hath a!llowed- Marriage, which is ſaid to be honou- 

rable in all, bur Whoremongers ard Adulterers God 

will judge, Heb. 13. 4. Whercfore let them who are 

inthat ſtate keep ſtri&ly true to their Marriage Vow : 
« And all both Married and.Single preſerve both Body and 
-\4 a Soul (o chaſt and pure that the holy Spirit of God may 
now dwell in their hearts, and they may be fit to dwell 
for ever in the preſence of the moſt holy God.  - 

And thus Lhave briefly given you an account where- 
in confiſts that holineſs of life, to whichall Chriſtians 
zre obliged by the Precepts of our Blefſed Saviour, and 
by their Baprifmal Vow, which binds them to keep his 
Precepts and to follow his Example, who himſelf fived 
in the ſame holy manner that he taught 3 and hath 
commanded all that ſay they abide in him to walk as be 
8 walked. 1 Joh. 2.6. The ſumm. of all you have in few. 
F | \ | words which the Goſpel teackes, even that we ſhould, 

any: ungodlineſs and all worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, righs. 
teonfly and piouſly inthe World. Tit. 2. 11, 12. To 

And now let me zgain beſeech you feriouſly to confi- 
der whether ir has been your care to 4ive ſuch holy and 
guou lives, yea or no. And whereinfoever your Con- 
cience does accuſe you thar you have negleed the du- 
ties God has. commanded, cor committed rhofe fins 
which he hath forbidden, do you humbly acknowledge 
and confeſs the ſame to Almizhry God, with true godly 

ſorrow for the ſame, earneſtly begging Mercy. and Par- 
don for Chriſts ſake, who dyed on the Croſs for fmners, 

Y and through whom all thar confeſs and forſake their 
_ © fins ſhall find mercy. Wheretore do you henceforward 
reſolve by his Grace that you will forfake your ſins and 
amend your lives, and make it your chicf buſineſs ro 

. keep Conſciences void of offence toward God and Man, 
- not allowing your ſelves in any known ſin, nor in the 
wilful negle& of any known Duty, Do not obje againſt 
this and fay that it is impoſſible to lead ſuch an holy 
Life : For thouſands in the. World, of all Ranks and 
Conditions, have done it in all Ages, by the afliſtance 
of God's Grace, which you ſhall never wantif you ſeek 
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it earneſtly, and improve ir diligently. And noug ] 
6 


there may at. firſt be ſome difficulty in leaving an 

courfe, yet by degrees it will grow eafie, and you wilt 
then find nothing ſo ſweet and pleaſant as Religion 
and Vertue, | : 2 

' And do notI beſeechyou, fancy that it is not for poor 
people to think of being -ſo Religious and godly ; that 
this 1s only for the Rich, who have little elſe to do. 
Why, will nor vou that are Poor have as much care 
of your. own Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy to be hap- 
Py as well as they. By this means you will. be even 
with them, yea munch happier than they. even in this 
lite, except they he Good as well as Great, What 15 
there in a!l I have faid but. even the pooreſt may per- 
form , if they have but a willing mind. May you not 
love God and your Neighbour, be ſober and chaſt, m-ek 
and humble, pray to God and praiie his name, e*c. 
Nay 1s not this the much betrer way to keep you from 
poverty, or to help you out of it ? Is it notmuch cheap- 
er-ta live ſoberly and Foncſily,than tq hve im Drunkenncfs 
and Whoredom and ſuch like waſtful fins ? Does 1: nor 
coſt you much more to go to Law for revenge, than to 
forgive an injury ? One vice coſts more the maintaining 


than ten vertues. And I am confident more Families 


are brought to Poverty by gratifying their Luſts than by 
providing for thetr Children, how many ſoever they be. 
Is it portthink you much better for your ſelves and Fa- 
milies to ſpend the Lords-day in Gods ſervice both in 
- Publick and private , than to waſt your time and mony 

at the Alchouſe ? Daily experience ſhows thar it 1s nor 
Religion, bur the want of it. that makes Men poor and 
miſerable. Befides that ſuch good People have Gods blef- 
fing and favours, as I have already ſhewed, and therefore 
| hee"! be ſure to rake care of them and theirs, 


And pray, do not think that you ſhall te ſaved meer- 


ly becauſe you are poor : Fer. if you be Wicked and 
Ungodly,. you will certainly be miſerable in the next 
. World as wellas this. Zazzrus was not ſaved becauſe 
he was poor, but becauſe he was a p:ous good Man : 
And on the other hand, Dives was not damin'd for 
| being rich, bur becauſe he was luxurious and proud, and. 

| wholly 
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wholly. given up to pamper and adorn his Carcaſe- 
Let me further warn you againſt rwo or three. dange- 


_ rous miſtakes that harden many Men in their fms. Be- 


ware of thinking that it's enough for a Man to be bapti- 
zedand keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Sermons, 
and ſomerimes-ro the Communton, and ſay his Prayers, 


 1n private, that this 1s enough to prove him a good 


Chriſtian and make ſure of Salvation, All this is very 
good, bur this will not ſerve turn, except our hearts 
be ſo thorowly ſanRified by the Grace of God thar we 
do truly love God aCove all, and fet our hearts on the 
Jjoyes of Heaven, and love our Netghbours, and be true 
and juſt in our dealings, Temperate and Chaſt in our 
Converſation, as is before deſcribed. And this 1s the 
great end of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, ro make 
us more and more holy in heart and life : without which 
we ſhall be rather worſe than better for them, Matr. 
F201, 24, 23- | " 
Be nor ſo weak as. to think you may be ſaved by a good 


/ Belief alone, by your faith in Chriſt, and truſting in God, 


without obedience to his Commands, Iris for Chriſt's 
ſake only you are- ſaved, but he will fave none but 
thofe who obey him. Heb. 5. 9. And thar only 1s true 
faving Faith, which purifies the heart, and produces @- 
bedience, as you have heard betore, And fince God' has 
plainly rold us that we cannot be faved withour ho- 
lineſs, if we take up a fooliſh confidence that we may 
be ſaved without it, this is nor trufting in God, bur in 
our own fancies and the Devils delufions, We may ſafe- 
ly truſt in Gods promiſes, bur then ler us feero perform 
the conditions, and become fuch an humble, holy people, 
as he has promiſed for Chriſts ſake ro own-and fave. 

Take heed alſo of miſtaking the nature of Repen- 
tance, as if it were only_being a little ſorry for qur- fins, 
and crying to God for mercy, and hen all wilt be wel!, 
though we go on tl! in our o'd ways. Bur this is a 
moſt dangerous miftake. For a Man never truly repents 
till he forſakes his fin and changes his courſe : When 
the Drunkard becomes Sober,and the Profane Man a de- 
vout Worſhipper of God, and fo continues, True Re- 
peatance changes the heart and lite of the finner, _ 
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And laſtly, Do not think it enough to forſake ſome 
ſins and keep others 3 to do ſome good duties and neg- 
le& others, and thenexcuſe your ſelves by ſaying it 15 
your failing. Every Man has his failing, and thists mine.SO 
ſays the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and ſo ſays 
the angry Man when ke Swears or Curſes, or gives bad 
language. Bur ſuch fins as are committed againſt know- 
ledge and Conſcience, and continued from time to time, 
when we have leiſure to think beforehand and prevent 
them, theſe are to be reckoned as wiltull fs, not as 
failings, Eſpecially ſuch groſs fins as Drunkenneſs , 
Whoredom, common Swearing or Lying and the like 
are not to be reckoned as failings. Indeed whatever 
im a Man loves and pleads for and allows himſelf in, 15 
not a meer infirmity but a wilfull tranſgrefſion, A 


good Man hates all fm as he does ſickneſs, - and ſtrives 


and watches and prays againſt ir, He hates every falſe 
way, and has a reſpett ro all Gods Commands. A true 


Chriſtian muſt be an enrirely good” Man, all of a piece. 


A great matter I find it is with many people, that 
they do no wrong to no body, nor have any malice in 
their heart, and therefore they think themſelves in good 
condition God-ward, But though this is one good part 
of our duty, yerit is but a part, We muſt alſo ſee 
that we do not wrong Almighty God and our own Souls 
by ſerting our hearts chiefly on this World, by neg- 


- Tefting his Worſhip and Service, by living in exceſs or 


uncleanneſs or any other known ſin. We muſt be both 
pious toward God, loyal to our Prince, juſt and chari- 
table ro our Neighbour, humble and ſober, every way holy 
and good 1f we willapprove our ſelves to be Ehriftians in- 
deed. He that wilfully offends in one point and allows 
himſelf therein , is [guilty in effe& of breaking the 
whole Law : For he deſpiſes Gods authority ; and if 
he meets with the ſame temptation, will commir an 

orher ſm. And as is commonly and truly ſaid in this 
caſe, one Stab though” but with a Pen-kife may wound a 
Man as mortally, as twenty thruſts with a Sword ;. ſo 
one fin loved and delighted in, may damn a Mans Soul as 
well as a thouſand, Zaries 2, 10, 


f\ 


.per 


Baptiſmal Vow,: Dedicate and giye up your lelt to God 
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_ Havmg thus endeavoured briefly to remove your 
Objedions and Miſtakes, I do now again in the laſt 
place, come to enforce my Exhortation, that you 
would ſeriouſly and ſtedfaſtly refolye to caſt away eve- 
ry fin, and moſt entirely deyote your ſelves to rhe 
leading ſuch a godly, righreous, and ſober Life , as you 
are bound to by your Chriſtian Baptiſm. If you are 
in diſpute with your ſetves, whether you ſhould re- 
folve upon 1t, pray look over the Argnments before 
laid down, and ponder them in your mind ; and then 
certainly you cannot bur own , that I perſwade you to 
nothing , but whar is very juſt and reaſonable, and 
every way for your own greateſt good. And if you 


are convinced of this, then proceed forthwith to this 


pious Reſolution , without trifling or delaying. The 


ſooner you do i, the fafer it is, and the better for 


you. Do not go on in fin at cy , Oh a pretence, 
that you'l repent hereafter , when you are older , or 
when you come to be ſick, and to die. Do not pur 
oft the great buſineſs of Life ro the end of your days, 
when you are not ſure of time or ſtrength , or of God's 
aſſiſtance, or acceptance of you. Do not plead rhe 
Example of the Thief upon the Croſs : for his Caſe was 
nothing like yours, that have long enjoy'd the offers 
of grace and mercy. If now from this preſent time 
70u will heartily and ſincerely return to God, you 
ave no reaſon to deſpair :of his mercies, how man 
or youu ſoever your fins have been: bur 1f you Nil 

jſt in ſin, preſuming upon God's mercy hereafter, 
you have juſt cauſe to fear, that this bold preſumption, 


- and horrid abuſe of God's grace, may end in your eter- 
' nal rum and damnation. | 


Bur iff yqu are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon 
this Reſolution and Purpoſe, then lex me in a few 
words, farther dire& you, by what means you may 
render it firm and laſting, and may te beſt enabled to 
perform the ſame. 

(1) And firſt, I would adviſe you to take the next con- 
venient opportunity to confirm this holy Reſolution, at 
the Table ,of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your 
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the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ; renouncing the 
Devil, the World', and: the Fleſh, and alk thoſe 
wicked ways "they would dravy you to, more eſpecially 
thoſe fins, which yon have been” formerly -moſt guilty 
of. Hericeforth , tet the Lord: Jefus that **bought' you 
with his Blood, be taken for your .only Lord and: Ma- 


ſter, -to govern you by his Spirit, and by his Laws, as _ 
ever you deſire and hope ro be ſaved by his Death and 


Reſurretion. And uſe frequently to think of this ſo- 
lemn Engagement , after you have made it : that it 


,may have due force upon you , . when' you are-tempt- 
.<d to revolt to any wicked practice. 


Ofren repeat 


the ſamc- betwixt God and your own Soul ; and eſpe- 
clally renew it by frequent attendance on the Holy 


 Commnnion , there ſeeking for grace and ſtrength from 
God : to walk in his holy ways ſtedfaſtly and con- 
"Kathy. | 


( 2 ) Bur that brings me to a ſecond Dire&tion, that 
you ſhould nor reſolve upon all this, in a confidence 
of your own firength , but in the moſt humble depen- 
dance on the grace of God, which he 1s-ever willing 
ro beſtow on ſuch as ſeek it earneſtly in the way he 
has appoinced , by a due attendance on the means -of 
Grace , the Word, Prayer, and Sacraments. Where- 
fore, as you have opportunity , atrend carefully to 
the reading and hearing of his Word , and hide 3t in 
your Heart , that you may net ſim againſt him. And be 
very much in Prayer to God for his holy Spirit, to 
be given you through his Son Jeſus, who will power- 
fully interceed for you , and make good his Promiſes, 
to humble and devour Supplicants, LZxb. 11. 12%., 
7oh. 16. 23, 24 Whenever you are in danger, and' 
are afſaulred by any temptation to fin, or are backward 
ro what 1s good, then eſpecially pray fervently for 
quickning and ftrengthning Grace , and your Prayers 
ſtall not be in vain | 

( 2) To your Prayers, add conſtant watchfuſneſs 


. over your elf ar all times, and in a!l places and com- 


panies, Watch over your thoughts themſelves , and 
over your words and -attions, Saran 1s ever watch- 
iftg to deceive us, and there are many ſnares. ard 
dangers 


aw, 3, 4 
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dangers in all our ways, and we have corrupt Na- 


' - tures and treacherous Heatts, and ' therefore had need 


ro be very watchful, ro avoid all occaſions of fin , as 
much as poſſible, and ro ſuppreſs the very' firſt begin- 
nings, Think before-hand whar Temptations you are 
like to meet with, and fortifie your ſelf againſt what 
you cannot ſhun. Do' not wiltully run into Danger, 
eſpecially , bewate' of bad Company', by which ma- 
ny -are drawn hack: to: their former Looſeneſs. Be 
not led away by their Counſel or 'Examples , nor be 
diſcouraged by rheir Jeers and Cenfyres. Ute often 
to look back upon your A&ions , and if you have 
been drawn into any wilful fin, do not make a light 
matter of ir, nor yer deſpair of Pardon, if you be 
truly penitent. Wherefore , ſpeedily and earneſtly 
berake your ſelf ro God by true Repentance, begging 
mercy for Chriſt's ſake, and more Grace ro ſtrengrh- 
en and affiſt you, Renew your Purpoſes -for' amend- 
ment of Life , and fer your Watch more fſtriQly for 
the future, 

( 4 ) To quicken and engage you to this Watch- 
fulneſs, Remember, that Almighty God is ever pre- 
ſent with you, and obſerves all your ways, and 
rakes grezt delighc 'in your Piety and Holineſs, bur 
1s of purer Eyes, than to behold the leaſt ' iniquiry 
with any pleafure. Whereiore , always walk as in the 
preſence of this Holy God , whether you are alone, or 
in Company. | | 

( 5 ) Think often, how near you ſtand to 2nother 
World, and what an account you muſt give to God, of 
all your Deed3z done in the-Body ; and fo live now, 
as will be moſt for your comfort at Death and 
Judgment, When tte Vrofits and Plcaſures of Sin 
entice you , compare them with the cternal Joys 
which they will deprive yu of, and with the erer- 
nal Torments they lead ro, Thinks whether ever any 
Man by finning againſt God , did gain ſomewhat 
that's better than Heaven , .or thit's worth going to 


Hell for. Let Erernicy be very much in your thoughts, 


and the fading Vanities of this World will have lit 
þe cltzcem with you, Octen ponder of tho!e weighty 
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In matters that concern their Bodies and Eſtates Do 
not think 1t enough ro hear his Sermons in put#ick 
but take Advice from him in private, and open to 
him the ſtate and caſe of your Soul, fo far as may 
enable him to give fuch Dire&ions, as are moſt pro- 
per to your Cond1czon. This eſpecially you. ought to 
do , when you firſt make entrance upon an Holy 
Life , and do, firſt addreſs your ſelf ro the Holy 
Communion 3 or when you are _ under any great 
doubts, and trouble of mind; and are vexed with 
fore temptations , either of one ſort or other ; or 
when you are fet upon by ſach that would draw 
you away from Our Church, either ro Popery , or 
ro any other Se& amongſt us. Then preſently be- 
take your ſelf ro your Minifter : And m theſe or 
the like Caſes, rake Diretion from him, and te 
ſure* to follow his wholſom Counſel, and defire his 
Frayers to God for you. I know in large Pariſhes, 
Miniſters are n:t able to have a particular know- 
ledge of every Perſon 3 but yer all that know the 
worth of Souls, and the price that was paid for them, 
will be ready to give attendance to the meaneſt of 
their People , thar ſhall apply themſelves to them 
for Advice and Comforr, and will be glad of all 
opportunities to promote the Honour and Intereſt of 
their Saviour , and the good of precious Souls com- 
mitted to their Care. | 
And thus have I as plainly, and as fully az I well could 
in ſo little room , direted you in that holy way 
which leads to eternal Glory 3 and have ſhewn you 
what grear Reaſon you have to walk in that way, 
and to continue therein to the end. As to thoſe, 
who defire larger Di:etions, next to the holy Scri- 
| o Tz prures, 
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—_ ( which TI beſeech yourro- read frequently with 
umility and ſeriouſneſs , eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment ) next to them, I ſhall referr you only to thar 
Pious and moſt uſeful Book, The whole Duty of Man. 
And heartily'T wiſh, that every poor Family in the 
Kingdom , was furniſhed with one of thoſe Books , to- 
gether with a Bible and Common Prayer Book, which 
might all. be purchaſed for much leſs rhan five Shil- 
lings; and therefore it's great piry they ſhould be 
any where wanting. Though alas, I know, there 
are many Families of poor People , where none of 
them can read, and ſo Books to them are uſeleſs, 
Great Charity therefore it would be , for rich Land- 
lords and Gentlemen , to fee that the Children of 
their poor Tenants and Neighbours, be put our to 
School ; and then to beſtow at leaſt, Bibles upon 
them , that the knowledge of God, and Religion may 
be promoted amongſt them ; which would make 
greatly for the good and welfare both of Church 
and State, For though Brain-ſick Opinions and falſe 
Principles may make Men proutl and head-ſtrong , and 
troubleſome to their Governours , , yet ſolid Knows- 
ledge , and ſincere Godlineſs , will make Men humble 
and meek, quier and peaceable, obedient tro Mag!- 
ſtrates and Miniſters , full of Charity to their Neigh- 
bours, and ready to every good Work, And I am 
ſure , an. increaſe of this truly + Religious Temper, 
would be one of the greateſt Bleflings rhar can be 
beſtow'd upon this Earth , -and would fetrle King- 
doms and Churches, Towns and Families in Peace 
and Concord, which almoſt every where are divided 


- amongſt themſelves, as well as againſt one another: 


And by ſuch bleſſed effe&s of true Religion, ſome- 
thine of Heaven would be brought down upon 


| Farth , and our Souls would be well fitred for Heas 


ven., when we are called off from this Earch, into 
thoſe happy Regions above , where there 1s nothing 
elſe bur Peice and Holineſs, :nd Love and Joy. And * 
may it pleaſe God to bleſs theſe plain and ſhort In- 
ſtrucions {or the enlightning of any minds with that 
Wiſdom. from above, which 1s thus pure and peaceable, 
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54 
then ſhall T obrain my Deſign , and have great cauſe 
to be thankful, And that the Reader may Jjoyn with. 
me in theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed. hereto a 
Prayer for Grace, to, lead an. Holy Life, And if he 
will but add diligent. endeayours. to- frequent and 
fervent. Prayers , neither his Labour nor mine will 
be in vain, through rhe Grace' and Bleſſing of 'Al>. - 
mighty God ,, from whom comes every good and. 
pertect Gift, to whom be given all Honour and. 
Glory, both now-and for ever, Amen. - 
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A PRAYER, | 
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Chicfly for the aſſiſtance of God's 
grace, in order to the leadnig; 
an Holy Life... * © - = 


Moſt holy, and ever bleſſed Lord God , T do bumbly- 
| 'caft down my. ſelf before thee , acknowledging and ' 
lamenting my own ſonfalneſs, and earneſtly - begging thy 
grace and mercy through 'the Lord 7efus ,- our only: 
Mediatour and Advocate. T confeſs,  O God, I am. a” 
vile ſinner, polluted from the very Womb :© but ſince 
I came to the uſe of my Reaſon, T have defiled my ſol 
with -many wilful and hainous tranſgreſſions. TIT hawue 
ſadly .negleffed thy Service , and. diſhonoured thy Nantt, 
and have been greatly wanting in thoſe Duties which 
T owe to thee my God , to my Neighboar, and to my 
own Soul 5 and have not lived in ſuch a godly , vighte- 
 0#5, charitable and ſober 1anner, as T ought to have aone-: 
Bat  baue often afted contrary to ' my "own Reaſon aud 
Conſcience , and to .the plain Precepts of thy Word , and 
contrary to my own Promiſes and Vows, for-better Obe- - 
dience, O Lord, give me- a clear ſight of my fins, "and 
ſuch a dezp ſenſe of the evil of my ways , thag my Heart 

| 2 Way 


f 


Sax LE 7 *, 6 "Is bo OE," > 4 2x 
1 = £22 77 - in ERS "Y # $7 Jo EF 
, { , - © 1 

\ FR. ſ " «> 
£ 2. My 

* 
+ - ry 2 - - 

pe . 
n E d - 
| , L 
-» 


way be truly humbled , and broken in the remembrance 
thereof. And for the Lord Feſus ſake, who ditd for Sin- 
ners, be merciful to me, O. Father of. Mercies , . pardon 
all my Tniquities , and let them aot be remembred againſt 
/ me to my Condemnation , either in this World , or that- 
T0 come. Nay & it only Pardon that T beg, but moſt 
earneſily I beſeech thee by thy Holy Spirit , to ſanftifie, 
me both in Body and Soul , that being made pure and holy 
3n Heart and Life, 1 may ſerve thee diligently al my 
days .on Earth, and ſo may enjoy. thee for ever in Hea- 
w®.. I an fully convinced, that it 7s both my dity and 
my happineſs to* fear and ſerve thee, the great and glt- 
rious God ,, who haſt. made me and redeemed me, and his 
therto graciouſly preſerved me. T-acknowledge thy Ser- 
vice to- be perfett jreedom , and -all thy Laws to be holy, 
juſt ana good. Wherefore 1 defrre utterly to renounce and 
forjake every ell way » and moſt entirely atuote my ſelf 
to ſerve and pleaſe thee in newneſs of Life, But thou, 
O Lord , bnoweſt the weakneſs and corruption of my. 
Nature z and how by evil cuſtoms, I bave made my ſely- 
more- prone to fin, more backward to "that which is 
£804. * 0: do thou throughly change my Nature by thy 
' Grace, that I may hate and abhor all wickedneſs, and 
take delight in the ways of Pitty and Holineſs. Let no 
unmortifred inſt remain in my Soul : but do thou purifie and 
cleanſe me. from Pride and Covetouſneſs , from Envy and 
Malice , and from all impure and ſenſual affefions and 
deſires, and enrich me with. all the Graces of thy hely . 
Spirit. Give me ſuch a clear knowledge of thy infinite 
goodieſs, and of all thy glorio:s perfetlions, that T may _ 
- 8ver. humbly admire and adore thee , and love thee with 
«my Heart and Soul , and cleave to. thee as my only 
 fortion , preferring thy favor before all the enjoyments of 
this Worid,,, Hilp me. always firmly to truſt in thee, and 
freely ..to. leave all my Affairs to thy wiſe and gracious 
Providence , abſolutely. reſiguing my Will to thy holy Will 
- 3n; all things. Make me trily thankful, for all thy mer- 
cies , and. patient nnder affiitiions. By thy teaching, let me 
jean to he content, in all Eſtates and Conditions: And 
8%4. God y ſuffer me not in tve greateſt difficulties and 

UE aungers, 


. low, and prepare me for my departure hence , into a better 
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amgtrs, to diftruſt thy mercies , or take any wnlawfil 
courſe for my Relief, TI beg from thee my daily Bread, 
and beſeech thee to give me an Heart well ſatisfied with 
what thou ſeeſt moſt convenient for me. Give me ſuch « 
Spirit of Pitty and Devotion, . that IT may take great 
azlight in thy Worſhip and Service, both in publick and 
private, Fill me with ſuch love to my Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and with ſuch thankfulneſs for his love in dying 
for Sinners , that I may go with more delight to the 
Holy Communion . for. the good of my Soul, than to the 
richeſt Feaſt that is made ſor my Body, _ 

Help me , O God, to ſhew- my love to thy bleſſed Sel}, 
by true. love and charity to my Neighbours. Make me 
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trattable and obedient to my Governonrs,, both in Church 


and State , peaceable and gentle toward all Mn, dealing 
with them ſo juftly and truly, as 1 my ſelf defire to be 
dealt with, Make me tender and compaſſunate , and 
ready to do all the good I can to others : and lit thy 
Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe that do ewil to 
me, as I my ſelf hope for. mercy and forgiveneſs from 
thee, my God, And help me always to live ſoberly and 
temperately, purely and chaſtly in Heart - and Life; and-- 
with great meekneſs and humility in the ſenſe of my” own 
unworthineſs and mamjold imperfettions. * 

O- Lord , grant that my Heart may be filld with 
earneſt longings and _ deſires aſtor thoſe Graces , which 
zow with my lips T pray-for : and help me to ſhew my 


« fucerity , by diligent endeavours, daily to- grow Ir all 


Grace.and goodneſs , and to perfect. Holineſs in thy Fear, 
Make me watchful over my ſelf., and all my ways, that 
1 may carefully avoid all occaſions of ſin, and may check 
the firſt motions thereto .in my. own Heart, Krep me 
always deeply ſenſrule .of thy Preſence, that T may walk 


« bumbly with thee, my God., aud approve my ſelf to thee 


in well-doing. Wean. my. Heart -from all things here Þe- 


World. Help me always to live in ſuch a reltgto:2s and holy 
manner, as will be moſt for my comfort at Death and Fudg- * 
ment, Strengthen my Belief of the precious Promiſes , and 
drgadful Threatnings of the Goſpel," and let this a 
| | OR Tie. 


oF  nle and govern me in my. whole Converſation. 0 that © 
' may never be guilty of ſo much folly and madneſs, as fo- 
loſe the eternal and unſpeakable joys of Heaven , and throw 


by Land or by Sea, 
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my -lelf into the eternal torments of Hell ,. for any of the 


profits or pleaſires of ſin, that are but for a moment. Do- 


thoa, O Lord, by thy holy Spirit , ever keep upan my 
mind ſuch a freſh and lively: ſenſe of the reaſonableneſs of 
Aeligign-, and of the miſchief and folly of all ſin ant 
wickedneſs, that no temptations of Satan , 10 allurements 
of the World or the Fleſh, may hinder me ſrom my. Duty, 
nor draw me into any known ſm: bat do thou ever ſtrength- 
en and afſilt me. by thy Grace, and guide me by thy Counſel, 
till thou ſhalt bring 'me to thy. ſelf in Gloty. | 


Neither do T pray for my ſelf alone, but for all Man-* 


kind , biſceching thee , to- ſend the Light of thy Goſpe' 
into all the dark Corners of the Earth, and grant , that 
they who do enjoy it , may walk in all holy obedience 


Fhereto, Be merciful to theſe Kingdoms - pardon onr ſins,.. 
and reform us from them, Heal all our diviſions, conti- 
ke Our mercies , and make us truly thankful for them, 
: Bleſs the King's Majeſty, with the Royal Family ,- and 


all thoſe that are in authority ander him, and grant to 
ae , and all his Subjetts, grace to lead quiet and- peace- 
able Lives, in all godlineſs aud honeſty. Bliſs the Mi- 


#iſters of thy holy Word and Sacraments , and mabe them 


wery diligent, and wiry ſucceſsful in their Endeawvurs ; 


Help is to bring forth ſuch Fruit from the Bleſſmgs- 


we enjoy, that thy Gojpel and the Ordinances thereof may 
be continued to us, and to the Generations-after us. Shew 


. mercy to all-that are afflicted , whether 1 Soul or Body, 


and preſerve thoſe that travel on their lawful Occaſions, 
| Bleſs all my Friends and” Relations, 
particularly, all that belong to this Family, and beilp us: 


all to live in the ſear and love of thee our God, and in - 


geace and charity one with another, Let thy bleſmg 
and good preſence be with me thy niworthy Servant , now. 


and at all times, at my down-lying antl  up-riſmg , in 
' My going out and 
« £tace , even to the death, and my ternal portion, when - 


coming int, be thou my God and my 


$8.6 jhall be no Fives. 
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F And accept, O God, of my unfeigned deſires, to bleſs -and* © 
dad Yraiſe thy glorious Name, for all thy Mercies and Favours tg. ? 
Wy ſelf, and to all Men: TI bliſs thee for my Reaſon and © 
Jo Senſes,. my. Health and Strength, Food and Raiment, and all 
ny the Comforts of this Life but above all, I praiſe thee for 
of thine Ineſtimable love in the Redemption of the World: 
% | by our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, for-all the means of Grace, 
ts » and for the hope of Glory. And I beſeech rhee, give 
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Y, me that due ſenſe of all thy Mercies , that. my Heart 
4 may be unfeignedly -thanktul, and- that I may ſhew 
ty forth thy- praiſe, not only with my. lips, but in my 
life, by gtving up my ſelf to . thy ſervice, and. b 
£ walking before thee in Holineſs and- Righteoufneſs all 


j the days of my Life, through Jefus Chriſt-our Loxd, . 
: fn whoſe moſt holy Naine and Words, I continue: to pray as 
y be hath taught ns in his Goſpel , ſaying, | 

i ___ Our Father whichartin Heaven, &c. 


Je The grace of the Lord Jeſus-Chriſt, - thelove of God, | 
and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be. with me now. 
 _ /and-eyvermore, | AMEN.. _ 


